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THINK IT OVER FIRST

— MONDAY__

victorious

So, here’s the story ...

Now the gerpent wag riore crafty than'any of the wild
animale the'Lord God had made. He gaid to the woman,
“Did God really gay, “You must not eat from any tree-in
the-garden?”

The woman said to the gerpent, “We may eat fruit from
the treeg in the garden, but God did eay, “You mugt

not eat-fruit from the treg that ig in-the middle of the
garden, and you mugt not-touch it, or you wil die.”

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent gaid to the
woman. “For God knowsg that when you eat from it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and-evil”

When the woman saw-that the fruit of the tree wag
good for food-and pleaging to the eye, and aleo desir-
able for gaining wigdom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave come to her hughand, who wag with her, and
he ate it Then the eyeg of both of them were opened,
and they realized they were naked; 20 they sewed fig
leaveg together and made coverings for themgelveg.
Then the man and hig wife heard the sound of the Lord
God ag he wag walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and they hid from the Lord God among the treeg of
the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where
are you?”

He angwered, “( heard you in the garden, and [ wag
afraid becauge | wag naked; <o [ hid.”

And he gaid, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten from the tree that | commanded you not to

eat from?”
Read the story for yourgelf in Genesie 3:(-

Take it to God

God knows temptations are a challenge. Let Him into
even the darkest parte of your life, where He can
work with you to-help you overcome thoge things.

— TUESDAY
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You wanna be .. ‘No temptation hag
. overtaken you except
decisive .
regolute; firm; de’rermined; mu;f;irirl]g(iagr:én 82 J?g
purpogefgl; A", faithful; he will not let
unhegitating; emphatic you be fempted beyond
on what you can bear. But
when you are tempted,
impulsiv@ he will aleo pFOVidQ a
hagty; foolhardy; way out <0 that you
emotional; spontaneoug; can endure it
ragh; recklegs; impetuoug —1Cor. 10:13
dl/(a/ée a Jé/[fs’zsncs

Step up:

Make a ligt of thingg (eeductiong, fagcinations, degires
that are bad) that tempt or entice you alot, and-then
make a purpogeful effort to keep thoge-objects, thoughte
and urges away_from you and out of your reach, ag
muchag you can. And grag for God to remove it (clean
that ginful bait out by changing your heart) every time
any of it riges up 1o your mind.

Take it ap a notch:

Don’t wait until the firet gign of trouble-before you

atart begging God to take it away or-fix it for you.

Go straight to Him firet thing, every day, and addregg

it then. You alreatly know it’s etuff you shouldn’t get
caught up in, 80 #°e ano-brainer that it’s going to come
up gooner-or later. Be proactive. Get with God and allow
Him to battle ahead of youthroughout your day.

206

~ THURSDAY __

fpo[[ your /7[5)2(,{5,

Have you ever done gomething shady and you thought you-could
hide it from God?

Yes
No

God hae done lots of miraculous things on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Genegie 30-14-19
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— FRIDAY - Don't lay dll
the blame on

everybody else

— WEEKEND _

( khous. what goumay be
thinking ... Huh; if only
Adam and Eve hadn'’t
made euch a megg of
things in the beginning
humanity wouldn’t be g0
bad off now ...

Well, let me just fell you,
yes, we would. Don’t be
90 quick to hate on them
we're just like they were.
We've all been in that
game gituation in one way
or another — and there
hag certainly been some
point at which we failed
migerably, just like they
did.

“The devil made me do it,”
may be a popular phrage
people like to claim, but
it’s juet an excuge. Yeg,
he may be clever and gly,
but he can’t make you do
anything you aren’t willing
to allow.

Have you ever
tempted? Did you do
whatever it wag?
Wag it becauge you just
wanted something or you
thought it would be okay
ag long ag you didn’t get
caught?
The Bible says temptation
comeg from being “drawn
away by your own degires
and enticed.” (Jameg [14)
That meang every time
gomeone fallg to temp-
tation, it’e not becauge
it’s somebody elee’s faglt:
Whoever may have been
involved (whether it wag
another pergon or the devil
or whatever) clearly had a
Kir’mer in crime — you.
ake no migtake, when
you are tempted and-you
fall for it, it's becauge you
choge to give in to it.
That’s on you.

(

Did you know that Jameg I:13-14 gaye,
“When tempted, no one should say, ‘Godiis
tempting me For God cannot be tempted
by evil, nor'does he tempt;anyone; But
every person is tempted when he is drawn
away; enticed and baited by hig own evil
desire (lust, passiong).”

Take the heat for your part in the bad choic-
eg you make. Own up to your migtakes. God
will meet you where youare, aglong as you
are genuine and sincere about wanting to
do better. Repent and don’t do it again.

\_ J
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So, let’'s wrap it up

Temptation comeg from a
gelfish degire to have or do
gomething more than doing
what God gays i¢ right.
Adam and Eve both made
the choice to digobey God
and seek after what they
thought they were migging
out on.

God will never lead you to
want anything more than
Him.

Ag your Creator; He be-
longe in the top-gpot in your
life: Nothing, should be more
important to you than Him.
When you-chooge o make
your gelfish degireg more
important to_you, that’e
when the trouble really
beging.

Selfishnesg ig a hard battle.
But it can be overcome,

if you let God be the ruler
over your life. He won’t

let you down. [n fact, He’e
trying to protect you from
your own demige.

That’e why He ingtructed
Adam and Eve to leave that
one tree alone. Not because

He didn’t want 1o ghare Hig

juicy fruit.

If you'll notice, there were
three gpecific thinge caid
while Eve ig reagoning out
whether to choose to go
againgt God’e commande.
1) She wag told she would
become like God, knowing
good and evil;

2.) She gaw that the fruit
wag good to-eat and attrac-
tive; and

3.) She would be made
wige.

Sin falls inthege three
categorieg, and they are the
battles we still face today.
First, the temptation to
become like God (knowing
good and evil) ie like a

lugt of the flegh —living
life ruled by your sengeg,
usually a degire for phygical
or emotional formg of eatie-
faction, pleagure or comfort
(like anger, lazinesg, or
gluttony).

Second, the temptation of
good and attractive fruit
wag an example of the lugt

of the eyes. It refers to the
trap of wanting to pogsess
what we see or find pleag-
ing to ook at (like vanity,
coveting, or envy).

Third, Eve fell for-some-
thing we call the pride of
life. Pride pusheg people to
geek excesgive greatnesg
or power (like-greed, arro-
gance, ot superiority).
Though lote of different gin
problemg gtem from these
three.categorieg, all of them
come from one root iseue
— putting yourgelf over
your Creator.

While/we’re talking about
chooging gelf over God’s
rules, let's go back for
aminute and talk about
Adam.

He totally threw Eve under
the bug, blaming her’ for-hie
actions.

Some might defend him,
caying he wag completely
migled.

[ can’t help but think, since
(God had given Adam the
job of tending the garden,
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that he had to have at'east
viewed the fruit on that tree
before, 20 he would have
known to guoid that-tree.
Obviougly it wag somehow
different or unique, other-
wige Eve could’ve simply
picked come and fed it to
the quy and he would’ve
been innocent of the
charges.

But yet, he ien't in the
clear, which meang he knew
that something wagn’t right.
He either recognized where
it came from or Eve told
him what ghe had done and
he didn’t want to misg out.
Eve did the same. She also
played the blame game.

She called out the erpent
for turning her thoughts to
disobedience.

Whatever the cage, they all
reaped some pretty heavy
congequences for putting
themgelves firgt.

Beware of the consequenc-
eg that follow bad decigions.

How many times have you been tempted to do
something you shouldn’t this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land

To play, eonnect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you eomplete asquare, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...

delightful

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and

finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 335

vickyomiga.com

Maﬂ'hew 7:7 answer on page 319
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Doodle Box
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Digcover answer on page 326
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