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Llﬁ'{. LIAR, PANTS ON FIRE

__MONDAY - Be.. — TUESDAY

productive

So, here’s the story ...

Eve, gave birth 1o a gon. Hig name wag Cain. Later on
ghe had hig brother Abel;

When they grew-up, Abel kept flocks, and Cain wag a
farmer. Cain brought some of the fruits of the goil ag an
offering to the Lord. Abel algo brought an offering — fat
portiong from gome of the firstborn of hig flock. The
Lord looked with favor on Abel and hig offering, but on
Cain and hig offering he did not look with favor. So Cain
wag very angry, and hig face wag downcagt.

Then the Lord gaid to Cain, “Why are you angry? If
you do what ig right, will you not be accepted? But if
you do not do what ig right, in ie crouching at your
door; it degires to have you, but you mugt rule over it.”
Some time later, Cain lured hig brother, Abel, into a field.
There, Cain attacked hig brother Abel and killed him.
Then the Lord aid to Cain, “Where ig your brother
Abel?”

Cain gaid, | don’t know, am [ my brother’s keeper?”

Read the story for yourgelfin Genesie 4:(-9

Take it to God

Make it a habit-to open up to God every time you
pray. Tell Him about the strugglee you ve had —
and the thinge you've done wrong: Agk Him to help
you turn away from and overcorme +hoge problem
iseues. He already knows what gou've been up to.
Don't lie, try to hide or downplay thingg/youknow
God ien’t pleaged about. Behonestiand direct, He
wantg ug to be real with Him. He ean work with
gommeone who i¢ genuine and gincere.
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(.[/OLL wanna g&

There ig now no b
virtuous condemnation for THURSDAY _
ethical; upstanding; thoge who are in
honorable; honest; Jegug, beeause,
principled; regpectable through Jesus, the law

of the Spiritwho gives
ot life hag get you free
] from the'law of gin
immoral and death’
wicked; shady; low-down;
crooked; ungerupulous;
corrupt; indecent Romans 8:1-2
J(/(a/és a c[é/[/[s'zsncs

Step up:

Pay attention to thoge little thinge that are getting you
hung up. Do you just naturally like to ghare newe? Did
you know that gpreading storieg about someone elce
doesn’t fall under the category of news or informa-
tion? [+'s goseip — and likely lgmg, too. Jugt becauge
20-and-go eaid it or heard it, doesn’t mean it actually
happened. Reputations get ruined and friendships get
wrecked all the time over thinge people have repeated
that weren’t true, or were pregented in a way that made
them geem like gomefhmg they weren’t. That ig harmful
Stop it.

Take it up a notch:

Encourage your friendg to be very careful about the
thinge they gay. Protect each other by calling each other
out if someone etarte fwisting the truth. Q+op the goseip
train o it can’t continue to derail someone’s life.

.(/Do[[ your /u’gnc[i

Do you think little fibe are ag bad ag lying?

Yes
No

God hag done lots of miraculous things on the
earth: Read about one of them here:

Genegig 4:10
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Sin’s a lot more

trouble than

you may realize

[t can be pretty eagy

to feel like you're doing

all right because you're
certain you aren’t quilty
of any “big” no-nog, like
gtealing or murder — or
along lit of things that
would land you in jail.

But what about thoge
gneaky little thingg, like
making up fibg, eharing
goggiE, or cheating on
your homework?

You may pat yourgelf on
the back for successfully
avoiding the ging that ev-
eryone i¢ steering clear of,
but if you willfully continue
with some of thoge [ittle
troublemakers ... well, the
end i all the came.

“For the pereon who keeps
all of the law, but etumbleg

in one point, is quitty of
breaking all of God'e law,”
it says in Jameg 2:10.

[t'e not okay to pick and
chooge what and where
you want o let thinge
dlide. That attitude ig

you making up your own
rules — not you following
God’s commande.

Big problem.

But, ag you know, we have
all einned and/have fallen
ghort of the glory of God.
(Romang 3:23).

So, don’t despair. That’s
why Jegug came to our
rescue. God knew we
couldn’t do it on our own.
Thank Jegug ag often

ag you can for-Hig great
gacrifice to save you from
your-ginful nature.

(

N

Did you know (in Matthew 5:27-28) that

Jesus gaid, “You have heard that it was said
to those of old, ‘You shall not commit adul-

tery.’ But [ say to you that whoever looks at
a woman o lugt for her hag already com-

mitted adultery with her in hig heart.”
So, matters of sin beginin the heart, which

is way before the physical act of sin ever
happens. Learn to recognize and address

any troublesome thoughts or feelings as
soon ag they start to stir up. They are

nothing but baited traps. The bait is some-
thing you are tempted by. The trap is hard

to get loosed from once you're caught in it.

You have the power to stop it. You ean
chooge to shut them down before they can
do deep damage.

\_ J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

[n this week’s gtory, you
read about how Cain ginned
when he mundered hig broth-
er, Abel.

Wouw.

That wag a really bad sin,
night? The reality ig, though,
that, t0.God, all gin ie'bad.
He doean’t gee them in
degrees or levels of severity
like we do.

There are no sing that are
not ag bad or only a litle
bit bad.

Bad ig bad. Period.

That little lie about why you
didn’t finich your homework
or stealing a candy bar at
the mall — thoge are just
ag¢ gerioug ag murder.
Seemg crazy, right?

Think of it like thie.

Let’e eay mom telle you
ghe’s pregnant.

She’e not a little bit preg-
nant, or only kind o
pregnant.

She ie — from minute
number one all the way until
ghe giveg birth.

Pregnant is pregnant.

Sin i the game way.

I+ gimply ig what it ig.

No levels.

Either you.commit.a gin or
you don’t.

God is ¢0 pure and holy
that any form of sin liter-
ally cannot be in the sarme
gpace ag God.

[ know we’ve falked about
thig before. It like bad ie
the opposite of good and
where {0O-percent genuine
good (God) ig, bad imply
can’t exigt there.

We can’t beat it on our
own, but Jegug made the
way.

He stepped in, took our
punishment for gin. He paid
the debt we owed.

When we accept Him ag
our Lord and Savior, we
are redeemed.

We become righteous in
God’e eyeg, through Jesug.
So, the more you include
God in your life — growing
to become more like Jesug
— meang the legg gin can
actually etick around in the

long run.

There will be battleg to kick
ain to,the eurb, for sure,
but God prorniges He will
work on cleaning ug up (ag
we allow-Him to do it) until
the day we die (or Jesug
comeg back, whichever
comeg first).

['am g0 thankful that He
loves ug g0 much that He
wag willing to do all that in
hopes that we would turn to
Him. He did it for eberyone,
even thoge who ultimately
will reject Him. But He did
it anyway, to offer them
that chance.

[ can’t think of a sadder
thing than knowing all of
the horrible thinge Jesug
endured and went through,
only for someone to deny
the gaving grace that He
gecured for them.

[ don’t want anyone to
loge out on that wonderful,
miraculoug life Jegus lived
here on earth — and the
battles He waged — to win
them their freedom from
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death and hell

[¥'s one thing if a person
fully unergtandg the price
Jegug paid and efill chooses
to turn the other way.
Then, it ie what it ig.

But what if someone dieg
never realizing the answer
wag there all along, and
they eimply did not figure it
out in time?

God wante ug to be like
Jegug taught ug to be. [ will
make Hig light chine bright
through ug, and He gayg
Feople will be drawn to that
ight.

Then we can ghare that
good news with them.

And the cycle will continue;
Feople everywhere will be
ed o the freedom offered
by the One who loveg them:
[t's timeto do right.

“The night is far gpent, the
day ie at hand. Let ug cagt
off the-worke of darknesg

and pu’r on the armor of
light.” (Romang [3:12)

How many times this week have you hidden the
trath from someone on purpose?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 319
To N M{A|D|F[A|R|M|E|R|S|N|D
o play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your R DIRIUIMIVIGIHIOIE!S
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with tl_le most K O LIFITINIEIDITIRIH
squares at the end of the game wins.
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cerrrr e FIF[D|UJA|R|E[S[P|E|C]|T
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CAIN RESPECT GOD
¢ &6 &6 & o6 o o oo ABEL MURDER SHEEP
e © © © © © o o SHEPHERD CURSED GROUND

FARMER FUGITIVE FLOCK
BROTHERS NOD FRUIT
YOU are. ... OFFERING MAD ACCEPTED

{Un Doodle Box

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 335
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What is something you struggle with that you would like to stop,
once and for all? Do you have a bad habit of talking about people
' with your friends? Or maybe you give in to peer pressure when you

' know you shouldn’t? Write it down. Spend some time with God in

prayer. Let Him help you overcome it. What are some tliings you
_4cgn_d9_t9_u|zmoj_thq1 habit?
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