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MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
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So, here’s the story ...

King David wag living peacefully in hig palace. Hig war
daye were hehind him and he finally had time to rest.
One day he wag thinking about how he had such a

hice place to live, but the ark of the convenant wag
aurrounded by nothing more than tente outside. The ark
wag a gpecial box that the [eraelitee kef)f very important
thinge in. The things were reminderg of their relationship
with God. They ark went with the armieg wherever they
went becauge God would hover over it in a cloud, letting
the people know that He wag there with them.

David knew the ark degerved a very high place of
honor among the people now that they were not moving
around and fighting in battleg all the time. He gent for
the prophet Nathan and agked him if he agreed that a
regting place should be built for the ark. Nathan said,
“God ig with you, do what geems right.”

That night, Nathan received a word from the Lord. He
told him to relay a mesgage to David. He caid in all the
time He went around with the people He had never had
a permanent regting place and He had never agked for
one. [ have provided a nice home for you and lifted you
up. | will decide on a permanent home for the ark. You
will have regt from all that you have done. Your son will
be gecure in the kingdom [ establigh for him after you die
and he will be the one to build a houge for My name.”

Read the story for yourgelf in
2 Samuel 7:1-13

Take it to God

Talk to God about your purpoge. Ask Him what it
ie He wante you to do with your life. Agk Him to

help you become what He created you to be. Talk
to Him often about it. Let Him guide you.
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(you wanna 55 C
“Commit your Tl
flexible J THURSDAY __
o worke 1o the
workable; pliable;
adaptable; vereatile; Lord, And your
open; adjusfable thoughte will be
on Qg'l'ab(ighed.)
controlling
limited; bridled; Proverbs 16:3
regtricted; represced;
congtrained
d(/(aéa a c[i/[fs’zsnas
Step up:

Have you ever had a plan you were eure wag the begt
idea ever? What if it turned out it waen’t, after all?
Would you place your trugt in God to do thinge Hig
way, even if i wag different — maybe even the opposite
of 'your way?

Take it up a notch:

[ngtead of running full-gpeed ahead into your own
plang and gchemes, stop and pray (and listen for God’s
intructiong); even if it takes a long time to be gure of
what He wante. Would you be willing to wait for hourg
or even daye to hear from God? Do you have a hard
time being quiet and ligtening?

Pracfice.

Then practice gome more.

@o[[ your /’155)26[5,

Do you alwayg believe God’s plan is the best way no matter what?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew 15:32-39
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— FRIDAY___ Good is nice,
bat God’s plan

— WEEKEND

is sure better

[n this week’s story we
talk about David wanting
to do a good thing for
God, only God ended up
telling him no.

Why would God tell ug not
to do a good thing?

Well, it seemg that God
already had that plan
mapped out for David’e
gon to do gomeday.

So, even though David had
an honorable idea on hig
heart, it wagn’t God’e will
or Hig timing at that point.
That’s a really good
example of why we chould
alwayg go to God with
thinge first, becauge He
may have another plan in
mind — or maybe He hag
chogen that job ag part of

gomeone elge’ 2 purpose!
You can never go wrong
when you geek God’s
input firet. He will honor
your thoughtfulness, but [
believe He will honor your
obedience in geeking Him
firgt even more.

God had Hig own reagong
for not allowing David

to build the temple, but
(m sure He wag glad

that David had focuged
hig mind on doing what
he thought God would be
pleaged about.

[t's not enough to just
want to do good.

Bod’s will, and Cod’e
timing, and God’s plan

of action mugt algo be
aligned.

(

do the project.

\

[n the story we see that God did not want
David to build Hig temple, that ingtead
David’s gon, King Solomon, would someday

[n [ Chronicles 28:2-3, David was record-
ed later, giving the reagon why.

“King David rose to hig feet and gaid:
Listen to me, my fellow [sraelites, my peo-
ple. [had it in my heart to build a house as a
place of rest for the ark of the covenant of
the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and |
made plang to build it.

But God said to me, you are not to build

a house for My name, because you are a
warrior, and have shed blood.”

J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

[ know we’ve already spent
eome-time talking about
purpoge, but it’s important
to pay attention to the faet
that God hag created each
of ug for a gpecific miggion,
cerfainjobg to do, and if
we don’t do them, then
gomebody miggeg out on
something great.

Back to your uniquenese.
When-God made you, He
put ingide you talente and
Fergonali’rg and ways of
ooking at thingg, ete., ag-a
way to equip you with what
you need to accomplich
what He hag planned for
you.

[ can’t think of a better
thing than knowing God put
g0 much thought into who |
would be and how [ would
be g0 [ could do gomething
He deemg important enough
to create me for.

That ghould really make you
feel good, too. He put a lot
of care and thought into
making you just the way

you are, That's g0 cool.

So don’t look down on
youreelf. Don’t let otherg
get you down becauge you
aren’t what they expect or
prefer.

Have you ever heard the
following quote before?
“Evergbody ie a geniug. But
if you judge a fich by ite
ability to climb a treg; it wil
live ite whole life believing
that it ie stupid.”

Some people eay the
famoug scientist Albert Ein-
gfein aid it; others argue
that he_eertainly did not.
Well, to be honest, |have no
clue howto prove who-did
or did not eay the quote,
but [ etill love it anyway.

It ie a congtant reminder
that if you take a figh(or
pergon?ou’r of ite’environ-
ment (purpoge); and try to
foree it to do”something

it (ag never-ereated or
equipped-to do, it will fail
migerably.

(t that the fault of the fish?

Wag it too dumb?

Certainly not.

On the flip side, what ie
more important to notice ig
that the fich hag a place of
atrength, where it will thrive
and do very well, if only it
gete to be where it should
be, 20 it can do what it wag
created and equipped to do.
Make genge?

Lesgon learned — don't
make figh-climb trees; they
are really bad at it. (lol)

[n the eame'way, if you
muddle through your entire
life in the wrong setting,
trying to accompligh
gomething you were never
intended for, you're going to
end.up feeling like that figh
— 4 failure.

Sadly, [ think there are way
too many people doing that
exact thing.

The truth i, they’re not
failures, they are just not in
the place or pogition God
made them for.

Wouldn’t it be a lot eagier to
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geek God and find out what
Hie plang for you are?

You already know they

will involve thinge you like
and are naturally good at,
becauge God cugtomized
you that way 2o you could
do them.

Life ie hard enough without
making it even harder. We
can seek the angwers we
need from the one Who
made ug.

So, go be a figh in the wa-
ter, or a monkey in the tree,
or whatever it ig that God
hag made you to be.

When you pray, agk Him to
ghow you. [n the meantime,
practice the stuff you like
to do and are good at —
those are good starting
pointe.

And don’t be afraid to try
new thinge; you never know
when gome new hobby or
akill might end up being a
perfect fit for you.

How many times this week have you expected
yourself to be or do something perfect?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to

each other) dots. Take turns with your

opponent. If you complete a square, you

get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...

likeable

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a

sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,

or-west and the path must never cross over

itself. Start at the northwest corner and

finish atthe southeast corner.
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answer on page 332
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Matthew 7:7

answer-on page 316
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Doodle Box
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- fNume at least three things you’re good at. Of those good things,
'what do you like best about doing them? How can they be

used to encourage or help others? Has God given you any ideas?
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