
King David was living peacefully in his palace. His war 
days were behind him and he finally had time to rest. 
One day he was thinking about how he had such a 
nice place to live, but the ark of the convenant was 
surrounded by nothing more than tents outside. The ark 
was a special box that the Israelites kept very important 
things in. The things were reminders of their relationship 
with God. They ark went with the armies wherever they 
went because God would hover over it in a cloud, letting 
the people know that He was there with them.
David knew the ark deserved a very high place of 
honor among the people now that they were not moving 
around and fighting in battles all the time. He sent for 
the prophet Nathan and asked him if he agreed that a 
resting place should be built for the ark. Nathan said, 
“God is with you, do what seems right.” 
That night, Nathan received a word from the Lord. He 
told him to relay a message to David. He said in all the 
time He went around with the people He had never had 
a permanent resting place and He had never asked for 
one. “I have provided a nice home for you and lifted you 
up. I will decide on a permanent home for the ark. You 
will have rest from all that you have done. Your son will 
be secure in the kingdom I establish for him after you die 
and he will be the one to build a house for My name.”

Read the story for yourself in
2 Samuel 7:1-13

MONDAY TUESDAY

EveEve

Noon Noon

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
Bring it on, Groovy, it’s

So, here’s the story ...
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Take it to God
Talk to God about your purpose. Ask Him what it 
is He wants you to do with your life. Ask Him to 
help you become what He created you to be. Talk 
to Him often about it. Let Him guide you.

Be ... 

sufficient
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

EveEve

Noon Noon

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

Halfway there Throw your hands up

Make a difference ...

Poll your friends ...

Step up:
Have you ever had a plan you were sure was the best 
idea ever? What if it turned out it wasn’t, after all? 
Would you place your trust in God to do things His 
way, even if it was different — maybe even the opposite 
of your way?

Take it up a notch:
Instead of running full-speed ahead into your own 
plans and schemes, stop and pray (and listen for God’s 
instructions), even if it takes a long time to be sure of 
what He wants. Would you be willing to wait for hours 
or even days to hear from God? Do you have a hard 
time being quiet and listening? 
Practice. 
Then practice some more.

Yes

No

Do you always believe God’s plan is the best way no matter what?
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Jesus did lots of miracles while He was on the 
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew 15:32-39

You wanna be ...

flexible
workable; pliable;  
adaptable; versatile;  
open; adjustable
or

controlling
limited; bridled;  
restricted; repressed; 
constrained

‘ Commit your 
works to the 

Lord, And your 
thoughts will be 

established.’
––

Proverbs 16:3
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WooHoo!
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FRIDAY WEEKEND

Eve

Noon

Sat.

Sun.

A.M.

P.M.

Finale

Did you know?
In the story we see that God did not want 
David to build His temple, that instead 
David’s son, King Solomon, would someday 
do the project.
In 1 Chronicles 28:2-3, David was record-
ed later, giving the reason why.
“King David rose to his feet and said: 
Listen to me, my fellow Israelites, my peo-
ple. I had it in my heart to build a house as a 
place of rest for the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, for the footstool of our God, and I 
made plans to build it.
But God said to me, you are not to build 
a house for My name, because you are a  
warrior, and have shed blood.”

Good is nice, 
but God’s plan 
is sure better

In this week’s story we 
talk about David wanting 
to do a good thing for 
God, only God ended up 
telling him no.
Why would God tell us not 
to do a good thing?
Well, it seems that God 
already had that plan 
mapped out for David’s 
son to do someday.
So, even though David had 
an honorable idea on his 
heart, it wasn’t God’s will 
or His timing at that point.
That’s a really good 
example of why we should 
always go to God with 
things first, because He 
may have another plan in 
mind — or maybe He has 
chosen that job as part of 

someone else’s purpose.
You can never go wrong 
when you seek God’s 
input first. He will honor 
your thoughtfulness, but I 
believe He will honor your 
obedience in seeking Him 
first, even more.
God had His own reasons 
for not allowing David 
to build the temple, but 
I’m sure He was glad 
that David had focused 
his mind on doing what 
he thought God would be 
pleased about.
It’s not enough to just 
want to do good. 
God’s will, and God’s 
timing, and God’s plan 
of action must also be 
aligned.
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I know we’ve already spent 
some time talking about 
purpose, but it’s important 
to pay attention to the fact 
that God has created each 
of us for a specific mission, 
certain jobs to do, and if 
we don’t do them, then 
somebody misses out on 
something great.
Back to your uniqueness. 
When God made you, He 
put inside you talents and 
personality and ways of 
looking at things, etc., as a 
way to equip you with what 
you need to accomplish 
what He has planned for 
you. 
I can’t think of a better 
thing than knowing God put 
so much thought into who I 
would be and how I would 
be so I could do something 
He deems important enough 
to create me for.
That should really make you 
feel good, too. He put a lot 
of care and thought into 
making you just the way 

you are. That’s so cool.
So don’t look down on 
yourself. Don’t let others 
get you down because you 
aren’t what they expect or 
prefer.
Have you ever heard the 
following quote before?
“Everybody is a genius. But 
if you judge a fish by its 
ability to climb a tree, it will 
live its whole life believing 
that it is stupid.”
Some people say the 
famous scientist Albert Ein-
stein said it; others argue 
that he certainly did not.
Well, to be honest, I have no 
clue how to prove who did 
or did not say the quote, 
but I still love it anyway.
It is a constant reminder 
that if you take a fish (or 
person) out of its environ-
ment (purpose), and try to 
force it to do something 
it was never created or 
equipped to do, it will fail 
miserably.
It that the fault of the fish? 

Was it too dumb? 
Certainly not.
On the flip side, what is 
more important to notice is 
that the fish has a place of 
strength, where it will thrive 
and do very well, if only it 
gets to be where it should 
be, so it can do what it was 
created and equipped to do. 
Make sense?
Lesson learned — don’t 
make fish climb trees; they 
are really bad at it. (lol)
In the same way, if you 
muddle through your entire 
life in the wrong setting, 
trying to accomplish 
something you were never 
intended for, you’re going to 
end up feeling like that fish 
— a failure.
Sadly, I think there are way 
too many people doing that 
exact thing.
The truth is, they’re not  
failures, they are just not in 
the place or position God 
made them for.
Wouldn’t it be a lot easier to 

seek God and find out what 
His plans for you are?
You already know they 
will involve things you like 
and are naturally good at, 
because God customized 
you that way so you could 
do them.
Life is hard enough without 
making it even harder. We 
can seek the answers we 
need from the one Who 
made us.
So, go be a fish in the wa-
ter, or a monkey in the tree, 
or whatever it is that God 
has made you to be.
When you pray, ask Him to 
show you. In the meantime, 
practice the stuff you like 
to do and are good at — 
those are good starting 
points.
And don’t be afraid to try 
new things; you never know 
when some new hobby or 
skill might end up being a 
perfect fit for you.
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Vicky’s 
view

So, let’s wrap it up

Ponder this:
How many times this week have you expected  
yourself to be or do something perfect?

Time to take charge of your life:
(Fill in the blank ...)

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down. 
What can I do to change that? Do I need help 
from someone else? Who?

Something good that 
happened this week was:

Let’s read:
2 Samuel 7:1-15
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TEMPLE
DAVID

ESTABLISH
DWELL
TENT

NATHAN

LORD
CEDAR
HOUSE
MOVED

APPOINT
PLACE

SEED
REST

THRONE
KINGDOM

MERCY
RULER

Matthew 7:7

Doodle Box

I D A V I D O R U L E R
L O R D E U N A T H A N
E Y C R E M M A N E U R
S M E S U O H C I N B E
L O R I V D E S O O D L
L R A E T G C I P R E P
E S D N O N A T P H E M
W E E H S I L B A T S E
D T C I P K P O R E S T

You are ...
likeable

Claiming the promised land
To play, connect two adjacent (next to 
each other) dots. Take turns with your 
opponent. If you complete a square, you 
get another turn. The one with the most 
squares at the end of the game wins.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Wandering the wilderness
Make your way along the words to make a 
sentence. Your journey will form one single 
path. You can only go north, south, east, 
or west and the path must never cross over 
itself. Start at the northwest corner and 
finish at the southeast corner.

D V E R T H

O O S S E I

N T S T R N

C U O Y S G

A N T F I X

N

E

S

W

answer on page 332

answer on page 316
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Name at least three things you’re good at. Of those good things, 
what do you like best about doing them? How can they be  
used to encourage or help others? Has God given you any ideas?
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