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MINE ... IT'S ALL MINE!

— MONDAY___  Be.. — TUESDAY

generous

So, here’s the story ...

When-the early ehurch wag getting going, the people
would often sell their stuff and gather it all together g0
everyone would have everything they needed. No one
went without becauge all their needs were met ag a
grouﬁ. There wag a couple named Ananiag and Sapphi-
ra. They cold some land o they could give the proceeds
to the church. But they lied about how much money they
got for the land. They only gave part of the money to
the church. Maybe they wanted everyone to think they
had offered everything to the church so they could ap-
pear to be very generoug dicciples, when, in reality, they
weren't. [t would ve been okay if they had kept the land,
or all the money the land gold for. The problem wag

that they planned and plotted fogether fo-be eneaky.
God gaw into their hearte and knew they were being
deceptive. Ananiag.and Sapphira straight-up tried to lie
to God and Hig chureh. He repaid their uutcEednegg by
gtriking them dead where they stood.

Read the story for yourself in Acts 5:1-11

Take it to God

Don’t be greedy with your time. Take special
thought and care to how long you spend with
God each day. Pray longer than ugual.

If you are epending more time surfing on social
media or chatting on your phone than you are
with the Lord over your life, then you need to get
back on track. Just keep trying to do better.
Don’t wagte your time regretting past choices.
Jugt repent and move forward. God wante your
begt now. He doesn’t want you getting hung up
on stuff that’s over and done.

Hang with Him now.
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(you wanna g&

The word of God Tho
generous ig alive-and active. TH“RSD“L
giving; ungelfigh; Sharper than any
bountiful; eharitable; double~edged eword,
big-hearted, honorable it penetrates even to

dividing soul’and spirt,
o1 jointe and marrow; it

Jjudges the thoughte

greedy and attitudes of the
possesgive; grabby; heart”
materialistic; predatory; L
hoarding; avaricioug Hebrews 4:12
d’/(a/és a c[é//[.s'zsncs
Step up:

Ever tried being a little more generous with your time,
atuff, talent or effort? [+-could be a good time to gtart
practicing that. Spend a few extra minuteg ligtening fo
a friend in need; buy someone a little-gomething they
can’t afford to get for themgelueg; uge your gifte to
make gomeone’e day; or offer to do a chore for gome-
one who ie overwhelmed and strapped for time.

Take it up a notch:

Make it ahabit to do-those things reqularly for others.
There’e no-hortage of people in need of something you
can offer; or-could uge the extra hand or kindnese when
they are-unden a heavy load. You don’t realize how much
power youhave to change a Fergon’g rotten gituation
into a good one. Try it out. [l also end.up making your
day better, too.

f/Do[[ your /u’snc[i

Are you generoug with your time?

Yes
No

God did lots of miraculous things on the earth.
Read about one of them here:

Acte 55
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Bible: desire for
money can trap

yod in greed

Jegug talked about money
a lot. He knew how big a
trap it could be.

Here are gome vergeg
from the Bible on the
aubject of money:

- Ecelegiagtes 510
“Whoever loves money
never hag enough; who-
ever loveg wealth i never

aatiefied with their income.

Thig 100 ig meaningless.”
- Hebrews [3:5

“Keep your lives free from
the love of money and

be eontent with-what you
have, becauge BGod hag
qaid, “Never will [ leave
you; never-will [ foreake
yOu.))
- Luke 12:15

“Then he gaid to them,
‘Watch out! Be on your
quard against all kinds
of greed; life doeg not
congist in an abundance

of poggegsiong:
- Matthew 6:24

“No one can gerve two
magterg. Either you will
hate the one and love

the other, or you will be
devoted to the one and
despige the other. You
cannot gerve both God
and money, or material
wealth.”

* Proverbg (1228

“Thoge who trugt in their
richeg will fall, but the
righteoug will thrive like a
green leaf.”

- Proverbg 1527

“The greedy bring ruin to
their hougeholdg, but the
one who hateg bribeg will
live.”

* Proverbg 22:

“A good name ig more de-
girable than great richeg;
to be esteemed ig better
than gilver or gold.”

(

\

Do you know that the goal of a greedy per-
son is to just get enough or get it all?
Problem i, it’s not possible. lt’s anempty
box at the end of countless empty boxes.
Greed is a trap. [t drives you to seek after
more and more and more, only to laughin
your face and taunt you about all that’s out
there that you still don’t have.

[¥'s like being a hamster in one of those little
spinning wheels ... you go and go, wearing
yourself out, you stop a minute to catch
your breath and then go and go again, but
you are never any closer to the prize.

J

— WEEKEND
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So, let’s wrap.it up

Ananiag’ and Sapphira’s
lives could’ve been grared
if they had <imply teld the
truth.

But, nex

They tried.to pull gomething
ghady, pretending to-give all
the money they made from
their land eale but, ingtead,
secretly keeping some of it
back.

['e not that keeping some
of the funde wag bad. The
land wag theirg, the money
they made off of it wag
theirs, and they-were under
zero obligation to give any
part of it up.

Be clear, they died on the
gpot becauge they lied.

On purpoge.

[t wag a planned, thought-
out, agreed-upon scheme
between the two of them.

were confegsing to make.
[f it wag done out of fear
becauge they were nervoug
about not having anything
tucked away-for later, they
needed only to give what
they were comfortable with.
Whatever the reagon, they
each found out what hap-
peng when you try to dupe
the Lord.

Trickery doeg not pay off; it
will never be worth it. There
will always be conge-
quences, even if they don’t
harijpen right away.

God ig not stupid; He’s

not qullible, and He wil

not be mocked (treated in
contempt, belittled or made
fun of).

[t may geem confuging to
hear all thig talk about God
being “love” and all nice

Reapect Hig place — and
know yourg.

He genuinely wante you

in Hig-family. But, a¢ He
ghowed in the story, He
won’t put up with mistreat-
ment. He hag no tolerance
for truly evil intentions.
Maybe 3ou’ve heard the
phrage, “the fear of the
Lord.”

You'll find that phrage in
the Bible a lot. [t doesn’t
mean we are suppoged to
be scared of Him. [t means
we are to have a genge of
awe and honor toward Him,
a deep regpect for Him and
offer submisgion to Him.
The early chureh certainly
got a healthy doge of awe
and wonder when people
started dropping dead
around them. And God let
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wag performing for them to
build their faith.

But then [ remember He’e
probably showing ug lote of
gimilar thingg in our day,
too. And we’re misging it,
or forgetting about it, or
dicregarding it, just like the
laraelites did.

[t'e nat my place 1o look
down on them for the
thinge they did. That’s
between them and the Lord.
[ have enough isaues on my
own without worrying about
gomeone else’s walk.

[ bet you do, too.

We need to stick to gharing
the truth with those who
willligten, gently (but firmly)
correct thoge who already
know better, and above all,

Their deception wag likely  and happy to hang with you.  them know why. love each other.
an attempt fo look good He ig all that. | am constantly amazed at  Remember, we just did 4
in front of others or ceem  But, reat aceured, He alco how people still didn’t ceem  section on love a feu weeks
impreaaive without making e the Almighty, the Most- 1o get it, even after all the  back? Go back and reread
the actual eacrifice they High, Lord over all. qigne and wonderg God it. Practice it
How often do you leave out relevant information
to cover your tracks? (That’s still a lie.)
has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help Acts 5
cts

from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 320
o " FIA{BIU|R|I|E[DIM|I|L|S
o play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your SIEINIOITISISIEISISIO|P
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another }tlurn.dT}}e ;)lne with tl}e most I R L I E A T H W J R I
squares at the end of the game wins. A B G TITIE S TIHITIDIR
A /5 S N[P|s|al|Y[R[R[A[C]S]U]T
WD ey AlE[O[N]F[UIK|E[E|P[D]|T
A S S AR N|{T|L|[D|C|P[A|R|T|I|S|H
e Rt B N|E|D|G|L|O|N|B|O|A|F|E
¢ Y °* v * AIRIT|IH|P|PIA|S|L{OIR]|T
( J { o L ] [ J ( J ( J ( J
ANNANAIS PRICE LORD
®e e o e o o o o SAPPHIRA SOLD BURIED
LAND PART CARRY
e P & & & 06 0 0 POSSESSION PETER BREATHED
KEEP TEST LAST
Youare ... LIE SPIRIT FELL

cregtive  Doodle Box

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

O FEBYY
T F CD U O
H A&TETRAE
E ERITC
R $ 4 ONGS

answer on page 336
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, Make a list of things you are stingy or greedy with. Make a point

- to give or share one of those things every day for the next week.
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