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confident

So, here’s the story ...

larael had been in trouble for doing evil and the Lord had
digciplined them by letting the Midianites take advantage
of them. lerael wag poor and broken. The time came for
their punighment to be over, g0 the Angel of the Lord
came to a man named Gideon. The Angel gaid, “The
Lord ig with you, mighl‘g man of courage. Go, save (grael
from the Midianites.” Gideon couldn’t believe God would
gend him because he didn’t think he wag great or brave.
God eaid, | will be with you.” Gideon wanted to be sure
God wag really talking to him. He wag shown something
miraculoug g0 he knew he had geen-the Angel of the
Lord. He wag told to tear down the altar of the falee
god Baal and build an altar-to-God in ite place. Gideon
did ag he wag told, but did it at night becauge he wag
afraid to be geen doing it during the day by the people
of the city. They were mad and wanted to kill Gideon,
but hig father, Joagh, eaid, “If Baal ie euch a big god,
then let him defend hig own altar!”

Later, Gideon wanted a gign to be eure God wag really
going to uge him to regcue lerael. He eaid to God, “If it'e
true, then make the dew fall only on this weol blanket
and keep the ground around it dry.” God did. Gideon
caid, “Pleage, don’t be mad, but [ want to be gure.

Thig time keep the wool blanket dry and let the ground

around it be wet with dew.” Again, God did it exactly ag
Gideon agked.

Read the story for yourself in Judges 6:1-40

Take it to God

Don’t be afraid to agk God to make thingg clear
for you when you are gincerely trying to hear Hig
voice or do His will. He wag patient with Gideon,
He will be with you, too.
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(you wanna g& ‘When you agk) you

mugt believe and not
doubt, becauge one
who doubte ig like
a wave of thegea,
blown and tosged by
the wind. That person
should not expect to

definite

fixed; determined;
qualified; gpecific;
gettled; regolved

on
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undecided receive angthing from
uncertain; ungure; the Lord”
unsettled; doubtful;

wishy-waghy ]‘“’"QS 1:6-7
d(/(a/és a c{é//[s’zsnas

Step up:

The begt way to not doubt is work on your faith. What
ig a good way to build your faith in God and Hig plane?
(Get to know Him better; read your Bible ‘and learn
more about Him and pray to Him often. Simply work on
putting Him firet every day.

Take it up a notch:

Start a journal. Write down thinge that you take to God
in prayer. And you can go back later and write down
how (and wher5J He answered or regolved the situation.
That ig a huge faith builder. On a gide note: Don’t think
you have to buy some faney journal to write in. [t can
be a cheap gpiral notebook or notebook paEer Jugt
make it something that you can keep together, maybe in
a binder or folder. [ have bought so many fpreh‘g journale
in the pagt — and could not for the life of me make my-
gelf write in them. [ wag t0o afraid to megs them up. (lol)

,(,/Do[[ your /’zéancli

Have you ever doubted God?

Yes
No

There were alot of miraculous things God did
for people on the earth. Read about one of
them here:

Judges 6:37-40
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is shown to
Gideon again
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Here ig a really cool gtory
of God’s patience with
one of Hig children.

Blesg hig heart, poor
Gideon did not have much
confidence. And he even
gecond-guessed God’
gign that He agreed to
give him — agking Him to
gend a gign twice.

(t waen’t that Gideon
didn’t want to achieve
what God had get before
him, he simply wanted to
be really sure — [ mean
really, really sure — that
he wag hearing right and
that it wag God doing the
ingtructing.

[ can totally relate to that.
When it comeg down to
doing something extremely
important or might have
huge congequenceg, you
want to be abgolutely
certain you are on the
right track.

Megging up can some-
timeg have a catagtrophic
impact.

But doubt aleo can wreck

any progresg when it
comeg to doing what God
wantg for you. Doubt can
creep into your head and
cauge you to quegtion
what you already know

ie right — or worge, keep
you from doing what God
ig really telling you to do:
The cool thing about
Gideon’e story i that God
didn’t geem to be bothered
by Gideon’s request for
ageurance.

That’s one of the reagong
we have to gtay in our
Bibleg regularly. Becauge
time and the busynesd of
life have a way of making
the truth fade into_the
background and eventually
dicappear from gight- {f
we get our minds on God
all the time, we protect
ourgelveg from doubt
creeping in.

Staying congistent can

be hard, but [ promige you
there i¢-a good purpose
behind it. [t's a way God
helps ug stay encouraged.

4 )
Here are some geriptureg you can look up that
talk about faith-and doubt:
-~ Jameg 1:6 » Proverbg 3:5-8
« Matthew 21:21 - Matthew [4:3|
- Mark [:123 Jameg [:5-8
» [8qigh 4110 - Hebrews [l
- Hebrews [1:6 - Romane [O:7
-2 Cor. 57 - Timothy 2:8
g J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

God’s plan for Gideon wag
not a gimple one.

[t required a lot of etrength
and bravery. The story
makeg it seem like Gideon
had very little of either

of those things. Funny

how God tends to do that
throughout the Bible.
There’s a really good
reagon for that, actually,
[t's a lot harder-to-deny
God’e hand wag in gome-
thing when. it wag a feat
that could not poseibly be
accompliehed without Him.
If Gideon had been:a fierce
warrior like David, or'Sam-
gon, or Joshua, thig plan to
2qve lerael wouldn’t have
geemed like such a big deal.
[t wag stuff those quys did
all the time.

Gideon wag no goldier, and
he sure didn’t feel like one.
But in Judges 6:12 the
Angel of the Lord gtraight-
up called him “mighty man
of valor.”

Hrmm. P'm gonna say God’e

meggenger gpecifically
called him that on purpose.
That’e becauge God knew
Gideon better than he knew
himeelf.

@Gideon referred to himeelf
ag the leagt of hig houge
and that hig clan wag the
weakegt ... meaning that
everybody in hig family wag
more important than him;
but they weren’t anything
to brag about either.

Wou. When picking team-
mateg, do-gyou get the.idea
that God wag partnering
with the worst of the
worgt?

[ think-that wag no coinci-
dence-at all

[n 2 Corinthiang [2:9, God
told the Apostle Paul that
Hie grace wag eufficient
for him, and that Hig power
wag made perfect in weak-
nesg.

So, that ig definitely good
news in Gideon’s cage —
and in the cage of anyone
who hag ever gtruggled with

feeling worthy.

The Lord doegn’t geem
worried at all about people
who'don’t have it all togeth-
er. He’e proven that-con-
fidence in youreelf ig not

a qualification required for
Him to be able to'use you.
What a relief.

Pve found that a lot (if not
mogt) of the time, when

it comeg down to it the
most-impactful momente
and evente have been when
[ felt the least-qualified or
equipped.

In"a way, [ 'think that ig a
blegsing in digguige.

When you are certain the
prize ig completely out of
your reach, you don’t waste
your enerqgy attempting

to grab it. You are then
forced to look to'eomething
(Someone, actually) outcide
of your control for help to
make it happen.

[t aleo takes the pregeure
off you to achieve the goal
yourgelf.
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That remindg me of another
gfory inthe Bible.

[n 2 Samuel 5:22-25,
when the Philigtineg were
cauging trouble again; God
told David and hig men to
qo chill out under some
treeg for awhile-He told
David that once he-could
hear the sound of marching
(from where they were) only
then could he jump out and
attack. The reagon God
made David and hig army
wait wag because He went
out ahead of them to strike
the enemy firat.

God went before Hig people
in battle.

He sfill does that now.
When you learn to trust
your Commander-in-Chief,
the battles are not ag
difficult or overwhelming,
because you know He ig
fighting for you and Hig
battle plang rely on Hig
atrength ingtead of yours.

This week, have you doubted God’s goodness and

power? How mach time have you spent with Him?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 318
. . M[S[E[T[1[K[E[L]AJM[A[O
o play, connect two adjacent (next to
each'other) dots. Take turns with your IINIEIEIRITIEIHIPIOIRIP
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most DI I S R A EILIE A S TP
squares atthe end of the game wins.
[TA|P|D|E|S|T|R|O|Y|A|R
" T &L A|TIE[R|E[B|T|N|T|[H|E|E
e A L T N[n[o|E[D|T[G|G[O[D]F]S
I N A GIU|F|A[V|O|R|D|E|W|E]|S
I 5 Rl O|O|D|E|R|E|V|I|L|{E|D|E
* 2. ® *Ts 00 [IMIP|O|V|E|R|I|S|H|E|D
RN @ ° GIDEON DESTROY GOD
e o0 & o6 o 0 o MIDIAN IMPOVERISHED  TEREBINTH
ISRAEL PROPHET DEW
el U idnad VS MOUNTAINS ~ DELIVERED LEAST
AMALEKITES  OPPRESSED DEFEAT
You are ... GO TREE FAVOR

fa ntagtic Doodle Box

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form oné single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross-over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

DONA A ST
EMTWAE AEE
B 1 TR'LL
E G U U OY
I N P S ET

answer on page 334
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Discover answer on page 326
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