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creative

S0, here’s the story ...

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet. He gaue orders to
bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar had
taken from the temple in Jerucalem, <o they could drink out
of them. Ag they drank the wine, they praised the gods of
gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone.

Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote
on the wall in the royal palace:

The king’e face turned pale and he wag very frightened. He
aurmmoned the enchanterg; agtrologers, and diviners, and
promiged riches and glory to the one who could read the
writing and tell him what it meant. When all the king’e wise
men came in +heg were-baffled by it.

The queen eaid, “Daniel hag ingight and intelligence and
wigdom. He will tell you what it meang.”

Daniel caid, “God gave Nebuchadnezzar sovereignty and
greatnesd and glory and gplendor. But when hig heart
became arrogant and hardened with pride, he wag deposed
from hig royal throne and g‘rriﬁped of hig glory until he
acknowledged that the mogt-high God ie govereign over the

kingdome of men and gets them over them anyone he wigheg.

But you have not humbled yourgelf-though you knew all thic.
[ngtead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of Heau-

en. You praiged gods which cannot gee or hear-or understand.

You did not honor the God who holds in Hig hand your life
and all your wayg.

Therefore he gent the hand that wrote the ingeription. [t
meang: God hag numbered the days of your reign and
brought i to'an end. You have been weighed on, the scaleg
and been found wanting. Your kingdom ig divided;and given
to the Medeg and Persiang.” That very hight Belchazzar,
king of the Babyloniang, wag glain, and Dariug the Mede
took over-the kingdom.

Read the story for yourself in Daniel 5

Take it to God

Thank God for all the gifte and talente He gave you.
But don’t look at your blegeings ag an excuge to
foel like you're better than anyone elce.

A LONG WAY DOWN

— TUESDAY
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ou wanna E'E

Y For all that ig in the

huamble world -- the lugt of the

regpectful; modest; flech, the lust of the

unasguming; eyeg; and the pride

atraightforward of life = ig'not of the
Father but-ig of the

ot world.

conceited

celf-centered; vain; 1John'2:16

excesgively proud;
celf-important; arrogant

d(/(aéa a c[i/[fs’zsncs

Step up:

Pay attention to what you think of yourgelf and stay
real. Being confident ig okay and being proud of your
accomplishments ig fine, but don’t get such a high and
mighty opinion of yourgelf that you look down on others.

Take it up a notch:

Make a deal with your friends to all help keep each oth-
er in line when gomeone startg getting too full of them-
gelves. [t'e a great thing to have friendg around you who
care enough about you to correct you (tell you the truth)
when you're wrong or acting out of line. We all need to
be accountable for our behavior and actions. Have each
otherg” backe when it gete difficult. Don’t be afraid to
have thoge hard talke with each other. And, aleo, don’t
get all bent out of shape when a friend ig trying to be a
true friend.
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- THURSDAY

f/jo[[ your /1[5)26[5,

Do you think you are a humble pereon?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew [7:24-27
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(t wagn’t enough that

he wag the king over
everybody, he decided he
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— FRIDAY _  @Arrogance is _ WEEKEND _
not a good
look on you
What do you think mugt
have been running through  age that kind of attitude
the mind of that arrogant  about yourgelf or anyone
King Belshazzar whena  else.
hand just appeared out ~ Don’t ever put anyone in
of nowhere and ctarted ~ the place that e recerved
writing on the wall of hie  only forthe great God
banquet room? Almighty.

Anything or anyone who
get put in that highest
ﬁlaoe will alwayg end up

needed to show off by nocked down.

drinking out of the-eacred ~ Remember what the firgt

{(holy and dedicated to of the Ten Command-

God) goblete that were mente gaid?

meant to-honor God. [n Exodug 20:3 and

Do you think that writing  again in Deuteronomy

hand put the king in'hie 57, it gaid, “You ghall

Blace pretty quick? have no other gods before
0 you know peoplewho—~ Me.”

have really high opiniong

of themgelves?
Doeg it make them geem

reagonable or kind of

ailly?

[t goes on to eay; “For |,
the Lord, thy God am a
jealoug God ..”

We are Hie, and He de-

gerveg the highegt honor.

(

We s

)

Did you know-that everyone has special quali-
ties and talents that make them unique? If all of
us have things about us that make us distinetly
different, then why are we trying so hard to
blend in and pretend that we are the same? [t
isn’t logical to feel like' we are not as good as
anyone else. That’s what ean happen when you
compare yourself to others — even though it
ien’t true. At the.same time, we shouldn’t look
at ourselves ag better than anyone else, either.
We are all special creations God made for spe-
eific Eurposes. He loves how He made ug all.
ould love all people, too — not get caught
kup in playing “Who’s better, or not as good?”
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S0, let’s wrap it up

Pride, arrogance, vanity ...
thege are all troublesome
termg, and for the game
reagon, a focug on gelf.
Putting yourgelf above
everything ie the exact
opposite of the examf)le
Jegug gave Hig Jeop e. He
gerved otherg, He gave Hig
time, Hig knowledge, and
resources freely to those
who needed them.

When we get o fixated

on what we want, we gtop
looking at what otherg need.
The love Jesug showed wag
a gelflese one, not a gelfich
one.

If all you do ie think about
yourgelf, you will only care
about you. You won’t have
any degire or concern for
helping gomeone elee, or
trying to make their liveg
betfer.

The truth ig, people need
help. [ you and everyone

around you ig turned to
their own wante, who will
do the helping? No one.
Yeg, it can be a pain to

give up your time. And, it’s
true, that if you give away
what you have that logically
meang lesg for you.

We have to remember,
God’e way ien’t our way.
Jegug eacrificed everything
to be our Savior — literally
everything.

You think once you have all
you need or want, then you
can turn your attention to

gomeone elee now and then.

But your circle of one wil
never be gatigfied with what
you've got — and the cycle
gping faster and the nooge
gete tighter. You will even-
tually become trapped in a
cage of gelf-obgeggion, with
no end, like a dog chaging
ite tail.

In Matthew 6:25,; it qays,

“Therefore [ tell you, stop
being worried or anxioug
(perpetually uneagy, die-
tracted) about-your life, ag
to what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor\about
your bodg, ag to what you
will wear. g life-not more
than food, and the body
more than clothing?”
Farther down the chapter,
in verge 33 it readg, “But
first and mogt importantly
ceek [aim at, strive-after)
Hie kingdom and Hig
righteousnese [Hie way of
doing and being right — the
attitude and character of
God], and all thege things
will be given to you aleo.”
God will take care of your
needg. He wantg you to
have the attitude of a helper.
There’e no room for gelfigh-
nesg when you're caring for
another pergon.

Proverbe 6:18-19 gays
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pride goes before destruc-
tion, and a haughty gpirit
before a fall. [t ig better to
be humble among the poor
than to divide the loot with
the proud.

You get the idea.

If you're being full of your-
celf, reat ageured, you're
gonna take a fall-for it. [f
you spend your time doing
good for otherg, you will be
acting in line with what Je-
sug taught. When the people
agked Jesus what the mogt
important. commandment
wag, He gaid, (In Matthew
22:37-39) “You chould
love the Lord your God with
all'your heart, and with all
your goul, and with all your
mind. ... /And the second ie
like urito it, You should love
your neighbour like you love
yourgelf.”

Has anyone ever called you conceited?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?

Daniel 5
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next-to

each other) dots. Take turns with your

opponent. If you complete a square; you

get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...

valuable

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a

sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and

finish at the southeast corner.

Y

vymeco
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answer on page 332
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Matthew 7:7

answer on page 316
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GOLD WOOD WISE
DOOM STONE BANQUET
DRINK FINGERS RULER

Doodle Box
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answer on page 324

—

f

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



