
King Darius had many men to help him oversee his kingdom. 
Among them was his favorite, Daniel. Daniel was honest and 
ethical and the king knew he could trust him. The others were 
jealous and wanted to get rid of Daniel. They looked for a 
way to get him into trouble, but he never did anything wrong. 
They knew he was loyal to God, so they figured out the only 
way to get him in trouble was to trick the king into making a 
law that went against Daniel’s obedience to God. They went 
to the king and talked him into making a decree that said no 
one could pray or ask for anything from anyone except the 
king for 30 days. If such a person did break the rule, they 
would be thrown into the lion’s den. And the rule could not be 
taken back. Well, Daniel prayed anyway, because God meant 
more to him than anyone — even the king. The men saw him 
break the decree and had him arrested. The king loved Daniel 
and was heartbroken. He didn’t want Daniel killed by lions. 
He regretted making the decree. He tried to think of a way 
to spare Daniel, but he had no choice, he had to have Daniel 
thrown into the lion’s den. The king said, “Daniel, your God 
will save you.” The king stayed up all night worrying about 
his friend. Early the next morning the king ran to the pit and 
cried out, “Daniel, has your God been able to rescue you?” 
Daniel said an angel came and shut the mouths of the lions 
because he had done nothing wrong. “I am fine,” he said. The 
king was happy and had Daniel pulled out of the den and 
ordered Daniel’s accusers to be thrown in. The king made a 
new decree saying, “Everyone should tremble and fear the 
God of Daniel, for He is the one true living God.”

Read the story for yourself in Daniel 6

MONDAY TUESDAY

EveEve

Noon Noon

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

I WILL NOT BE MOVED
Bring it on, Groovy, it’s

So, here’s the story ...
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Be ... 

ethical

Take it to God
If you are confused or having trouble under-
standing the Bible, ask God to open your eyes 
to what He is trying to say to you in it. Ask 
Him what things mean. Study, research, ask 
others who can help explain it.
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

EveEve

Noon Noon

A.M.

P.M.

A.M.

P.M.

Halfway there Throw your hands up‘Do everything without 
grumbling or argu-

ing, so that you may 
become blameless 

and pure, children of 
God without fault in a 
warped and crooked 
generation. Then you 
will shine among them 
like stars in the sky.’

––
Phil. 2:14-15

Make a difference ...

Poll your friends ...

Step up:
Get a scripture-a-day calendar or a daily devotional you 
can follow that can help you learn. If you have a phone 
or an email address, there are lots of free Bible apps 
and daily devotional emails you can get or subscribe to.

Take it up a notch:
Get involved in a local youth group or join a Bible study.
Get a friend or two to do it with you. If someone starts 
making excuses to blow it off, encourage each other to 
not miss a class; hold each other accountable.

Jesus did lots of miracles while  
He was on the earth. 

Read about one of them here:

Luke 14:1-4

Yes

No

Do you stand your ground when someone tries to cause doubt or 
convince you to do something that goes against your beliefs?
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You wanna be ...

dedicated
committed; devoted; 
steadfast; resolute;
unwavering; loyal; true
or

disloyal
unfaithful; untrustworthy;
traitorous; treacherous;
false-hearted; perfidious
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WooHoo!
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FRIDAY WEEKEND

Eve

Noon

Sat.

Sun.

A.M.

P.M.

Finale

Did you know?
• The Bible was written by more than 40 
writers over a span of possibly 1,300 years 
— some say more like 1,500 or 2,000
• Parts of it were originally written in Hebrew, 
Koine Greek and Imperial Aramaic; it’s now 
been translated into almost 700 languages
• It is widely considered to be the world’s 
best-selling book ever
• The 66 books of the Bible, though they were 
written by multiple authors over a span of hun-
dreds of years, are unified in their message 
• Historical evidence in the Bible lines up 
accurately with other accounts of science and 
literature

The truth will  
set you free  
(Not your truth)

Up to this point, your 
belief system has been 
a culmination of every 
influence over your life — 
and every decision you’ve 
made according to what 
you’ve chosen to accept 
as the truth.
It’s up to you to figure out 
what is truth — and what 
isn’t.
Sadly, there’s a philosophy 
out there that truth is 
what you decide it is.
“Your truth,” they call it.
Let’s set it straight.
The truth is the same for 
everyone. 
The truth doesn’t change.
The truth is proven by 
evidence and cannot 
be owned by anyone in 
particular.
The truth is not something 
you can twist and change 

to suit your personal 
ideals.
Fashioning your “truth”  
out of your own perspec-
tive and dictated from 
your own perception is 
called opinion.
Opinions come super 
cheap (usually free) and 
can be found around every 
corner. You know why? 
Because everybody’s got 
their own.
Jesus is the way, the 
truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father 
except through Him.
(John 14:6) Search it out. 
Seek the truth.
“If any of you lacks wis-
dom, let him ask of God, 
who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and 
it will be given to him,” it 
says in James 1:5.
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Daniel sure led an inter-
esting life. I bet he had lots 
of crazy stories to tell that 
didn’t even make it into the 
Bible.
But, of the ones that did, 
getting thrown into a pit of 
hungry lions (for praying?) 
must have been the center 
of conversation for years to 
come.
He did nothing to deserve 
being eaten alive by giant 
ravenous cats, but he did 
purposefully disobey a 
direct decree from his king.
Romans 13:1-3 says, “Let 
everyone be subject to the 
governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except 
that which God has estab-
lished. The authorities that 
exist have been established 
by God. Consequently, 
whoever rebels against the 
authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted, 
and those who do so will 
bring judgment on them-
selves. For rulers hold no 

terror for those who do 
right, but for those who do 
wrong. Do you want to be 
free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is 
right and you will be com-
mended.”
Yet several of God’s people 
— who were rescued by 
God for their disobedience 
to man’s law — stayed 
true to God’s instructions.
After Jesus was crucified, 
the apostles were getting 
into trouble with the Phar-
isees. Peter said, “We 
must obey God rather than 
human beings! The God of 
our ancestors raised Jesus 
from the dead — whom 
you killed by hanging him 
on a cross. God exalted him 
to his own right hand as 
Prince and Savior that he 
might bring Israel to repen-
tance and forgive their sins. 
We are witnesses of these 
things, and so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God has given 
to those who obey him.”

Let’s take a closer look 
at what it said in Romans 
13:2 — whoever rebels 
against the governing 
authority is rebelling against 
what God has instituted ... .
Well, this is true, so it is 
clear we are to respect the 
office of those who are 
ruling over us.
People like Daniel, and 
remember Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego, and 
others, like Peter and the 
other apostles, could all be 
rightfully accused of rebel-
ling against the authorities 
governing over them. 
No question.
But where the rubber meets 
the road is the next line ... 
“those who do so will bring 
judgment on themselves.”
Who is the judge?
Did God deem them re-
bellious to keep and obey 
His law? (Especially when 
man’s edict directly violated 
God’s law?)
He did judge them — and 

He found them not guilty of 
a crime, because they were 
holding steadfast and true 
to His own word.
They also would be judged 
by man, whose law was 
broken. 
Remember how Daniel got 
sentenced to be on Leo the 
Lion’s dinner menu?
Remember how Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego 
were supposed to become 
meat pies?
In both cases, God rescued 
them from man’s judgment, 
because they were righ-
teous. They weren’t out 
running around breaking 
speed records in their 
carts for fun. They weren’t 
robbing the local dates and 
figs market.
The only disobedience 
they were accused of was 
honoring God over man. 
Commandment number 1. 
Have no gods before Me.
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Vicky’s 
view

So, let’s wrap it up

Ponder this:
Are you confident enough in your beliefs to be  
able to back them up if someone questions them?

Time to take charge of your life:
(Fill in the blank ...)

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down. 
What can I do to change that? Do I need help 
from someone else? Who?

Something good that 
happened this week was:

Let’s read:
Daniel 6
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DARIUS
DANIEL

GOVERNOR
SATRAPS

FAITHFUL
FAULT

LAW
ROYAL

STATUTE
ACCUSERS
PETITION

DEN

LION
SAD

PERSIANS
PRAYER

PROSECUTED
DISPLEASED

Matthew 7:7

Delight

L A Y O R L I O N P S W
P R O S E C U T E D T S
R D A S P A R T A S A R
A B P E R S I A N S T E
Y L U F H T I A F U U S
E D A N I E L O J I T U
R S G O V E R N O R E C
D E N L A W T L U A F C
D E S A E L P S I D R A

You are ...
influential

Claiming the promised land
To play, connect two adjacent (next to 
each other) dots. Take turns with your 
opponent. If you complete a square, you 
get another turn. The one with the most 
squares at the end of the game wins.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Wandering the wilderness
Make your way along the words to make a 
sentence. Your journey will form one single 
path. You can only go north, south, east, 
or west and the path must never cross over 
itself. Start at the northwest corner and 
finish at the southeast corner.

Y O U R S T

L E H E B O

P O T H E C

E H T E M O

I R B E S T

N

E

S

W

answer on page 336

         Ewwww ...
He smells just like 
asparagus. Gross! 
I hate asparagus.

answer on page 320
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Design
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What do you suppose Daniel did all night with the hungry lions? How do you think they 
behaved? Draw a picture of the scene.
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