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I'M SO CONFUSED!

~— MONDAY__- Be... — TUESDAY___
decisive

So, here’s the story ...

There-wag only one language and one gpeech in all the
earth at thig time.

The people traveled from the Eact-and came acrosg
aplain in the land of Shinar. They made their homesg
there. They eaid, “Let’e make brickg and mortar and
build a city and a tower that reache up-fo heaven. We
can become famoug for our great tower and make a
name for ourgelveg here. We don’t want to be seattered
over all-the earth.”{God had told them to gcatter and
fill the whole earth, not to stay together in one place, g0
they were dlgobegmg Hig command.)

The Lord came down to gee the city and the tower that
the pe f(e were building.

He gaid, “The people are united-and understand each
other — and fhls IQ what they do. (They have become
full of pride.) Surely they canachieve anyfhmg they
imagine. Nothing will be held back from them.”

So-He went down and confuged their language <o they
couldn’t undergtand each other.

The Lord gcattered them all over the earth and they quit
building the city. The name of the city wag called Babel,
becauge of what the Lord did there. He confounded

the language of all the earth and scattered the people
everyuhere.

Read the story for yourselfiin
Genesig [[:1-9

Take it to God

When you pray thie week agk-God-to help you
with your decigiong. Since He knowg everything
— and loveg you more than anyone and wantg
the best for you — He'hag the emartest plan for
how thinge should go.
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Step ap:

Take a good hard look at yourself and agk yourgelf why
you do the thingg you do. Do you think Eride ig a prob-
lem for-you? [f €0, how ean you start changing that?

Take it up a notch:

Write down at leagt [0-20 thingg that-make you ex-
tremely proud of yourself. Get someone you trugt — a
parent, teacher or friend — to he(lf you work through
the ligt, because they can offer a different perspective.
Do any of the itemg appear to be eelfichly motivated
or arrogant? Are most of the iteme a problem? Or
are there certain areag in particular that you may need
to work on? Develop a plan to improve your troubled
areag and have your helper check in to help keep you on
track.

.(/Do[[ your /[’ZL'EIZC[i

When you get confused, are you too afraid to agk questiong or let
people know you don’t understand?

Yes
No

Jesus did lote of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

John 9:-38
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_ FRIDAY ____ Dazed and

confused ...
it’s still okay

There are bad days, and
then there are off dayg.
You know what I'm talking
about. An off day ic like 4
muddled megg, like youre
wandering around in a fog
and can’t geem to get it
together. You forget where
you left your notebook,
you can’t find your favor-
ite shirt and you spent all
day thinking it wag Friday
when it wag actually
Tueaday.

Ugh.

Days like that are just
how life can be gometimes.
Like, no matter how hard
you try, thinge just won't
get into a good flow.

An important thing to
remember ig to not be 0o
hard on yourgelf when
thinge don’t go perfectly.
Life ie meggy, and no one
ig free from thoge kinds of

days.
The preseure to be on
your A-game (OO percent
of the time i¢ unrealistic.
That doesn’t mean you
ghould quit trying to

do your best, but a day
like that can be a good
reminder to help you learn
to glow down and give
yourgelf 4 break once in a
while.

Though we may encounter
the occagional exceptional
moment or two, humang
ag arule are never going
to be perfect.

[ like to keep that in mind
when [ fall back into the
habit of being too hard on
myself.

[t makes me feel lese pree-
aured to know that God’e
not done with me yet.
He’s working on me every
day, and He won’t quit.

(

Jesus Christ (w

\

[n Philippians [:6, it says, “Being confident
of thig very thing, that he who began a good
work inyou will perfect it until the day of
Een He comes back).”
That means we are all a work in progress.
Yes, we are still going to mess up some-
timeg, but we are algo going to keep doing
better ag we go — if we allow God to work
the bad junk out of us. That also meang
paying.attention, learning what God is try-
ing to teachus — and putting it into action.

~\

J

— WEEKEND__
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S0, let’s wrap it up

Confugion ie normal, and
bound to happen some-
timee. Maybe it’s a home-
work asgignment or you
forget what day it ig, g0
you're kind of lost for a
minute because youre try-
ing to navigate the wrong
achedule.

When that etuff happeng,
it doeen’t mean you're
dumb, glow, or incapable. of
learning — or annging elee
lie that:

Everybody hag momentg
when they get, off track a
little. No big deal.

With ‘etuff fike that, if you
don’t agk for help becauge
you are too scared-to
gpeak-up, don’t feel bad
about it. Work on getting

a little bolder as you can.
Practice. You have a voice
that’g all your own; you
ghould uge t.

The leggon in thie week’s
gtory offerg a whole differ-
ent twigt on the power of
confugion.

[ believe what God did

when He wag dealing with
the people of Babel wag
gomething elee entirely. He
atrategically uged confu-
gion on purpoge to correct
their gelfigh plang and their
dieregard for Hig authority.
Have you ever gotten g0
impresged with yourself that
you refused to agk for help,
even when you needed #t¢
There’s only one Almighty
— that’e God, not you.
Maybe it wag for another
reagon ... you were t0o
worried about what people
would think of you. [f you're
feeling like you're the only
expert you need — or
you're too concerned about
others’ opiniong — then
thoge are pride problems.
That’s what wag going on
with the people of Babel —

Eride.

irgt, they were being
gtraight-up disobedient to
what God had ingtructed,
which wag to gcatter and
repopulate the earth after
the great flood. But they

choge a different path. In
fact, the problem had gotten
2o far that it wag about to
get them into some gerioug
trouble. So, God put a gtop
to it right then and there.

[t wagn’t about whether
they could make a structure
tall enough to reach heaven,
it wag about them deciding
to stick together in that
place and gtrive to become
famoug for their achieve-
mentg — caring more
about their own gchemes
than doing what their Cre-
ator told them to do.

Thig iegue wag not about
the people simply having
confidence in what they did
or being pleaged with an
achievement, those are just
ingtanceg that are often
described ag proud mo-
ments. No, what 'm talking
about here ig the mindget
of thinking far too highly
of youreelf, to the point of
arrogance and guperiority.
Thege people had decided
they knew better than God
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what should be done and
how they should live.

There are lote of probleme
with that.

Firgt, if you convince your-
gelf that you know bvery-
thing and you think you're
amarter than everyone else;
you'll eventually become
unteachable. lf you don’t
think there’s anything new
left out there to discover
or learn-then you loge the
ability o reagon, because
you automatically digmieg
any new information you
hadn’t already figured out
before. You will become
gtuck — only ag wige ag
you were the moment you
stopped learning.

Algo, a gelf-centered pergon
ic just that — circling
around themgelves, lefting
no one or nothing elge have
any input or value in the
matter. [n the end, it be-
comeg a very lonely place
— population one.

How many times did you worry about someone
else’s opinion of you this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...
important

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

answer on page 330
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Mah‘hew 7:7 answer on page 314
HIT AlE|H|E[A[V|E|N|S
A A|D|N{A[M[M|O]|C
W N|{GIUJA|G|E|[O|M
S TIE|R|E|DIN|O|L
H EI{EIP|S|F|R|EE
[ WI{L{W[U|T|M|Y|B
N AlT|S|IAIA|IK|T|A
A LIE[RIN[J|U|T|B
R DIE|F|I[A|N|C|E

TOWER MORTAR ABROAD
BABEL HEAVENS EARTH
LANGUAGE NAME PLAIN
SPEECH DEFIANCE CITY
SHINAR CONEUSED WILL
BRICK SCATTERED COMMAND

Delight

R
%
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Design

Read this week’s Bible story again and then draw a picture or comic strip to illustrate it.

60

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



