THAT GIRL'S GOT GUMPTION
_ MONDAY__ Be... _ _TUESDAY
enthusiastic

So, here’s the story ...

Jegug went 1o a city called Oarernaum and everyone
heard-about it. They immediately hurried over to the
houge where he wag. There were g0 many people that
no more eould fit-ifto the house. He started preaching.
Four quys carrying a paralyzed man on a mat showed
up. They wanted Jegug to heal the man, but they
couldn’t get ingide: They climbed up to the roof and
uncovered-a place big enough to lower the man down
in-front of where Jesug wag. When he gaw the faith of
these determined friendg he said to the paralyzed man,
“Your ging are forgiven.”
Therelwere gcribeg itting there, thinking, “Why doeg
thig. man say thege thinge? Who can forgive ging but
God:alone?”
Jegug kniew what they were thinking and said, “Why do
you think thege thingg in your hearte? Which ig eagier
to gay, “Your ging are forgiven,” or, ‘Stand up, pick up
your bed and walk?” But, g0 you will know that the
Son of man hag power on earth to forgive ging, [ gay,
(furning to the paralyzed man) “Stand up, pick up your
bed and go home.””
[nfront of everyone, the man immediately got up, picked
up hie mat and went home.
The people were all amazed becauge they had never
geen anything like thig happen before. They praiced God.

Read the story for yourgelf in Mark 2:(-12

Take it to God

Stick to praying regularly, ag often ag you can
throughout each day. It can be inconvenient or
hard to remember to'do, but it will change your
life. He will draw cloger to you a¢ you-geek Him.
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@OLL wanha gi
‘Let ug not /e

resolute become weary THURSDAY
undaunted; unbending; in doing good,
intent; unfaltering; for at the proper
deliberate; persevering time we will reap

a harvegt/if we
ot do not give up.’
unsteady
feeble; ingecure; Galatians 6:9

ghaky; wobbly;
unbalanced; hegitant

dl/(aés a c[é/[/[s’zsrzas

Step up:

Do not let discouragement take you down o quickly.
Ag with anything new (or comething you haven’t had
much experience with yet) there ig a often a procese

of trial and error that can make you feel like afailure.
Don’t give in to that. Failure only happeng when you quit
trying. Keep at it. Give it time to get better.

Take it up a notch:

You may doubt yourelf but don’t doubt God. If He
made you the way you are, you can bet that you are
worth it to Him. He doesn’t megg up or get it wrong.
So, next time you're feeling a little lese confident or
gecure, remember that God made you for a gpecific
reacon that no one elee can accomplich like you can.
That’s pretty terrific.

.@o[[ your /[u's)zc[i

If trying comething new didn’t go well at all, would you give up
after the firgt try?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew 9:1-8
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_ FRIDAY __ Determination
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can be key to

winning the race

[ love movies. [ egpecially
like movieg that are funny
and play out in unexpect-
ed ways. I-don’t like it g0
muchwhen it’e going that
way in-my life. Hahaha.
Maybe [ chould just
picture my life ag a movie
and learn o embrace the
crazinegs that comes
along. There’s thig old
movie [ love to watch. [t'e
g0 goofy and ridiculous,
but it makes me emile. [t'e

tagk-at-hand in different
wayg, they all have one
thing in common — de-
termination. No one gives
up. Now, in the movie, they
are hunting for a guitcage
full of cagh that’e buried
in a secret place. That’e
certainly an attractive
incentive. But what if the
goal ie something you
can’t really see yet, or
gragp right now? What if
the prize is someone else

full of famoug actors and  being saved?
hag an extremely imple  Would you ¢fill be able to
plot. A whole bunch of fight the good fight ag

people are bagically on a
treasure hunt. They have

long ag it takes?
The prize is well worth

to compete with everyone  it, but maybe not to you
elee to get to the Erize directly. But, still, you are
first. So you watch all the  part of a group effort to

ghenanigang that follow
ag gome chooge 1o play
dirty and sabotage the ef-
forte of their adversarieg,

share Jegug with thoge
who havent found Him

yet.
Their way i¢ locked, but

while others band ’rogefher you have the key (Jesug).
While they all approach the  Uge it.
é )

is difficult.

The dictionary says the definition of deter-
mination is: a quality that makes you con-
tinue trying to do or achieve something that

Right off you see where that’s going.
[f you need determination to accomplish
something, that means the road ahead is

— WEEKEND__

most certainly going to have obstacles and
challengeg along the path. You will have to
dig deep to push your way through. [t won’t
be easy, but God i¢ there to helpif you don’t
gwe up. ['s worth it. Hang in there.

J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

Thig whole book hag been

a gincere attempt to be real
with you.

[ve gpent 12 yeare trying
to get it done.

[d like to gay that it's been
a fierce battle fraught with
mongterg and asgagsing

— and it hag — but not
enough to justify 12 yearg in
the making.

Truth ig, even with all the
hardghipg, challenges and
do-overg, there have been
timeg where [ simply didn’t
want to deal with it. Life

got in the way. [ got tired,
discouraged, overwhelmed
and, at timeg; lazy.

The yearg of struggle (when
it wagn’t my fault) were
tough enough to get through
on their’own. But, the truth
ig, [ did make the project

a whole ot harder than it
had to be. 'm not baghing
mygelf over all the time |
logt, but [ can’t help but be
painfully aware of what the
outeome might have been if

[ had gtayed on track.

But, it ie what it ig.

God doeen’t want me or
anybody else obgesging
about what could’ve been
or should’ve been. [ve taken
that hurt and dicappoint-
ment in mygelf to Him.

[t's okay.

[ just wanted to share thie
stuff with you becauge
everywhere [ look now-
adayg, with movieg and
gocial media and all, we

all seem to be-voluntarily
blinding ourgelves with 4
falee narrative: We typically
only put the ‘good stuff out
there, like it's the-only gtuff
that counts. All the uglinesg,
awkwardnesg, the pain, the
uncomfortable things get
down[olaged or hidden away
completely.

That’e doing no one 4
gingle ounce of good.:

First of all, you can’t really
addregg a problem you're
actively ignoring.

Second, you end up

dragging around a failure
mentality because your

life ie not measuring up
to/what you see around
you. (Becauge what you're
geeing ien’t real- lt'e all a
augar-coated fairy tale)
mnot trying to seare you
or make you feetlike it’g

all pointless and too hard.
I fact, 'm trying'to get
through fo you that the
anewer-i¢ readily available
and capable toget the job
done.

Jegug hag done all the
heawy lifting. We can rely
on Him for all we need and
everything we face.

There’s no need 1o paint

a fictional portrait-of your
life. People/are degperately
looking for-angwerg and
help, but no one ig admitting
they're.in the same battled
— or-that they even exist.
Step up and be that beacon
of hope.

Admitting your battleg and
ghowing your gcarg ig not a
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gign’of weaknese. [¥' quite
the opposite!

Otherg will see that some-
one wag able to-overcome
the hardship they are
feeling defeated by right
now. That’s powerful and it
ingpireg hope. {t aleo guides
them to freedom from thoge
chaing.

You have the power to
change lives.

[twill be hard. ¢ will take
bravery and determination.
Think of your life like the
extended director’s cut of 4
Migsion [mpogsible movie.
God ig your bogg, directing
you to follow Hig plan, and
you are the hero perfectly
auited to the job.

However you choose to
hang in there, stick it out.
Thig ig a call to armg for
the real warriors (especially
the oneg who don’t feel
much like warriors yet); the
battle ie the Lord’e.

Have you had to be extra determined about
something to make it happen this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
eachother) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares atthe end of the game wins.

You are ...

precious

Wandering the wildernese

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south,east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 336
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Matthew 7:7

answer on page 320

M{WIA|L|K|T|{H|R|O|U|G|H
UIGIA|T|H|E|R|H|T|T|A|F
A|L|{H|P|UIN|F|C|5|B|D|T
N|{W{C|F|F|OIR|G|I|V|E|N
RIE[A|S|O(N|E|DIN|M|R|F
E{PIE|RIT|S|C|R|T|BlE]|O
PIA|RIA|L|Y|T|T|C{J|W|U
AUIPIJIE|S|U[S|M[O]|O|R
C|S|E|T|M{E[H|P|SIA|L|B
CAPERNAUM FOUR SIN
JESUS ROOF SCRIBE
GATHER THROUGH  BLASPHEMIES
ROOM FAITH REASONED
PREACH LOWERED UpP
PARAIYTIC ~ FORGIVEN WALK

Delight

/ Sure, guys,

(g
e

M

what can I e
.-’:5 dof()ry}u? Gl

[ Jesus, you got
a minute?
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Save your answere and look
at them again next month,
next semegter or next year!

The time capsule

DATE: _

My favorite food ig ...

My favorite hobby ig ...

My favorite color ig ...

My favorite song ig ...

_ My favorite animal ig

My favorite actor ig ..
My favorite outfit ig ..

My favorite movie ig ...

My favorite book ig ...

My favorite TV geriegig ..

My favorite deggert ig ...

My favorite clagg ig ...

My favorite mugic group is ..

My favorite friend ig

My favorite actresg ig ...

My favorite drink is .
My favorite gport ig ...

My favorite car ig ..

My favorite teacher ig ..

My favorite shoeg are

My favorite place ig ..

My favorite store ia

: M!; favorite relativeie ..

My favorite video ig ...

My favorite time of day i

Mg favorite_characteriatic. ie
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