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IT'S NOT OVER

— MONDAY_ -~ ' Be.. — TUESDAY__

thanktul

So, here’s the story ...

Two men, both criminale, were executed the game time
a¢ Jeaug. (The three men were nailed to crogses to die.)
When they came to the place called the Skul, they cru-
cified Jegug there, along with the eriminale — one on
hig right, the-other on hig left. Jesus eaid, “Father, for-
give them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
And they-divided up hig clothes by casting lote.

The people ¢tood watching, and the rulers even sneered
at him. They aid, “He caved others; let Him save Him-
celf if He ie God’e Mesgiah, the Chogen One.”

The soldiere aleo came up and mocked him. They of-
fered him wine vinegar and said, “If you are the king of
the Jews, save youreelf.”

There wag a written notice above him, which read: “Thig
ig the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who hung there hurled ingults at
Jegug: “Aren’t you the Meggiah? Save yourself and
usl”

But the other criminal rebuked him.

“Don’t you fear God,” he eaidy “Since you are under
the came gentence? We are punighed justly, for we are
getting what our deeds degerve. But thi¢ man hag done
nothing wrong.” Then he eaid, “Jegug, remember me
when you-come into-your Kingdom.”

Jegus anewered him, “Truly [ tell you, today you will be

with me in paradiee.”
Read the story for yourself in
Luke 23:32-43

Take it to God

Spend gome extra time thanking Jesug-for volun-
tarily going through Hig battles on earth ~ even-
tually to die on a croge — for your eing,/and mine.
There:ie no greater love. He degerveg your-all.
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Step up:

Have you ever ghared the story of Jesug with gome-
one? Could someone you know be comforted by what
you know about Him? Everyone ig able to chare their
own experienceg with God and have a convergation
about Him. Try it sometime.

Take it up a notch:

The more you get to know God and learn how to ligten
for Hig voice when He talke to you, the better you will
get at following Hie lead. With time (ag you continue to
geek Him), you will get more in-tune with Hig ingtruc-
tiong and be more alert about doing what He puts on
your heart in particular situations. He ugeg Hig children
all the time to help others.

f/jo[[ your /u’snc[i

Do you believe Jegug i the Son of God and died (and roge again)
to save you from your ging?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Luke 24:5-6
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___FRIDAY __ Death is not
the end of life;
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it's a transition

When Jesus conquered
death and hell, He made
a way for ug to gpend
eternity in Heaven, instead
of hell.

Eternity.

That’e forever.

(f you think a lifetime —
or even a decade, or just
a year — ig a really long
time, then you ain’t seen
nothing yet.

Now imagine being
trapped in the most horri-
ble, tormenting place ever
for the regt of all time.
Jesug died and roge again
to save ug from that fate.
Hell wag created for the
devil. God did not design
it o be the final home to
humang. But, the simple
fact of the matter ig that
thoge who chooge to
reject Jesug are going to
wind up there.

End of story.

There ig only one way to
the Father, remember?
Through Hig Son, Jesug.
He paid the price in full
and now it ig up to ug

to take Him up on Hig

offer

extremely gener
of Saving Grace:
To be fair, though Jegug
paid the ultimate cost, we
will have to pay a price
too, when we accept Him
a¢ our Lord and Savior.
But it ig a much eagier
load to carry than He had.
And the benefite are too
amazing to fathom.

We will be agreeing to
make Him the bogg over
our lives, no longer gerv-
ing our gelfigh motives.
Some people don’t want
to give that up.

But, in Matthew 16: 24:-
26, Jegus said, “If any-
one wantg to come affer
Me, he mugt deny himeelf
and take up hig croge and
follow Me. For whoever
wante to gave hig life (of
celfighnese) will loge i,
but whoever loges hig life
for My sake will find t.
What will it profit a man if
he gaing the whole world,
yet forfeits hig goul? Or
what can a man give in
exchange for hig eoul?”
Chooge carefully.

(

~\

Did you know Jesus was in Hig early thirties
when He wag crucified? Hig ministry lasted
about three years. While many believed when
the Messiah came He would deliver the lsra-
elites from the oppressive rule of the Romans.
What He actually did was secure the possibility
CF eternity in Heaven for all humanity.

J
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So, let’s wrap it up

Have you ever been 1o a
funeral? f you have, wag it
gomeone dear to you, like
a family member or a cloge
friend? People cope with
death in a lot of different
wayg. Grief can be a diffi-
cult and léngthy procegs.
Have you'ever been around
a pereon who doegn’t seem
to be ag upset ag you
might expect? For many
Chrigtiang, though they

are certainly going through
momentg of great eadnesg
(and they will for a long
while) at the loge of their
loved one, they find hope
and comfort-in-the belief
that the pereon they are
now migsing very much
isn’t gone forever — that
they will gee them again
someday when they get to
Heaven.

[t can make all the dif-
ference in how gomeone
reacte to or approaches the
isgue of death.

Some people choose to hogt
celebration of life parties in

place of a traditional funer-
al, becauge they want to
focug on the good memories
left behind when a loved one
dieg.

Otherg may think it makeg
no senge whatgoever to
ceem happy about loging
gomeone — even finding
the thought terribly mean.
In our story this week, you
hear atraight from Jesug,
caying to the repentant
criminal, “Truly { tell you,
today you will be with me in
paradice.”

One man gentenced to
death that day mocked
Bod’e Son, but the other
man wag the firgt human
ever to cagh in on galvation
from Jegug: one gpending
eternity in hell; one spend-
ing eternity in Heaven.

By thig time, countlese
others have joined the ranke
in both places, and until

the Day of the Lord, when
Jegus makes Hig trium-
phant return and the final
judgment comeg, everyone

who dies will continue to
work their way to one of
thoge ends.

Which will i be for you?

[n thie book, the goal hag
been to help you understand
the bigger picture better,

20 you can geek the truth,
educate yourgelf and make
wige decigions regarding
your future. Becauge the
future truly does lagt an
eternity.

Yeg, it ig believed that Jegug
ig coming back, and, yes,
people have been waiting
now for that day for more
than 2,000 years.

But God wants everyone

to know the delay hag been
becauge of Hig degire for
everyone to have a chance
to repent and receive Je-
aug’ gift of redeeming love.
[n 2 Peter 3:9, it ayg,
“The Lord doeg not delay
(a¢ though He were unable
to act) and ie not glow
about Hig promice, ag come
count clownegs, but i (ex
traordinarily) patient toward
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you, not wighing for-any to
perish, but for all fo come
to repentance.”
But there ie coming a day
when it will be too late to
decide.
“But the day of the Lord
will come like a-thief. The
heaveng/wil digappear with
a roar; the elementg will be
destroyed by fire; -and the
earth and everything done
in it will be laid bare. Since
everything will be destroyed
in thie way, what kind of
eeople ought you to be?

ou ought o live holy and
godly liveg ag you ook for-
ward to the day of God and
gpeed ite coming. That day
will bring about the degtruc-
tion of the heaveng by fire,
and the elements will melt in
the heat. But in keeping with
Hie promige we are looking
forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, where

righteougness dwelle.” (2
Peter 2/0-13)

Have you ever had to deal with the death of
someone you cared a lot aboaut?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...

boundless

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along'the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 334
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Matthew 7:7
|

answer on page 318

0

Q™| ;| O|lm|=lsH |l =
Q3| =H| N = | 3| 3|3
— O == O = < e

2| Qs O I — =] =
el vl 1= ko] K@) o= Bed Nos] =
H e —| o3| == Of =
Ol Xl = 3 =T
o] Ruml o= B IE] = E] Buv] Heo!

REBUKED

JESUS HOUR
KING CONDEMNATION DARKNESS
JEWS REWARD VEIL
CRIMINALS WRONG TEMPLE
CRUCIFIED PARADISE TORN
SAVE SIXTH NINTH

Doodle Box
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