
The scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem 
came to Jesus asking why His disciples were trans-
gressing the tradition of the elders because they didn’t 
ceremonially wash their hands before eating.
He answered, “Why do you also transgress com-
mandment of God because of your tradition?” Jesus 
brought up the commandment of honoring your father 
and mother. ... “You say, Whoever says to his father or 
mother, Whatever you would gain from me, it is a gift to 
God; and in no way he honors his father or his mother. 
And you voided the commandment of God by your 
tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, 
saying, ‘This people draws near to Me with their mouth, 
and honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me. But in vain they worship Me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men.’ ”
And He called the crowd and said them, “Hear and 
understand. Not that which goes into the mouth defiles a 
man; but that which comes out of the mouth, this defiles 
a man.”

Read the story for yourself in Matthew 15:1-11

MONDAY TUESDAY
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SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW EVERYTHING
Bring it on, Groovy, it’s

So, here’s the story ...
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Take it to God
Have you developed a pattern of prayer yet 
after all these weeks? I don’t mean something 
to recite mindlessly, but some things to bring to 
the Lord regularly. 
Always thank God and seek His will for you in 
your life. Listen for what He is trying to tell you. 
Also, you can bring your concerns, hurts and 
desires for yourself (and others) to Him.
You can write it all down in a journal each day, 
if you want. Keep track of what you’re going 
through and how God responds to you.

Be ... 

humble
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
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Halfway there Throw your hands up‘You, therefore, have 
no excuse, you who 
pass judgment on 

someone else, for at 
whatever point you 

judge another, you are 
condemning yourself, 

because you who pass 
judgment do the same 

things.’
––

Romans 2:1

Make a difference ...

Poll your friends ...

Step up:
Check your attitude before spouting off something 
just so you can make yourself look smarter or more 
knowledgeable than everyone else in the room. If you 
really believe there is no one out there who can teach 
you anything new or has a valid viewpoint, then you are 
dangerously close to the mindset of the Pharisees back 
in Jesus’ day. They thought they knew it all (and wanted 
things to go exactly their way) and they did not tolerate 
being challenged.

Take it up a notch:
Stay humble. Be confident in what you discover as you 
walk with God, but don’t get caught up in thinking you 
have nothing left to learn. We are all still learning — 
even those of us who are a lot older. Experience is a 
good teacher, but only God can say He knows it all.

Jesus did lots of miracles while He was on the 
earth. Read about one of them here:

Mark 7:31-37

Yes

No

Do you think you know more than everyone else?
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You wanna be ...

listening
hearing; attending to;
hearken; observe;
watch; bear in mind
or

bossy
overbearing; domineering;
harsh; severe; oppresive;
pushy; controlling
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WooHoo!

231

FRIDAY WEEKEND
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Finale

Did you know?
Jesus is after our true, sincere, genuine hearts, 
not fake posers just trying to put on a show.
He’s not impressed by all the money, status, 
brand names, latest tech, or popularity. He 
wants the real you. The one you live with 24/7.
People who think they have no need of a Savior 
will not make it into Heaven.
They have to get to a place (usually at their 
wits’ end) to be persuaded that their previous 
notions of having it all together on their own is 
clearly not enough. 
Jesus is the only hope for anyone.

Traditions of 
men may not be 
the law of God

In the story, the problem 
the Pharisees had with 
Jesus and His students 
was they weren’t con-
cerned with one of the 
traditions the Pharisees 
practiced and expected 
everyone to hold in high 
regard.
Obviously if the Son of 
God wasn’t doing it, or 
teaching His students 
to observe it, then the 
tradition (or version they 
had turned it into) was 
not God’s law — the 
ceremony must have been 
man-made.
What Jesus did do was 
remind the Pharisees 
of a legitimate law of 
God — honor your father 
and mother — that was 
clearly being violated by 
them somehow.
He straight-up called them 
hypocrites.

Jesus said the religious 
leaders were all show on 
the outside (with their 
mouths), but their hearts 
were actually far from 
God.
He called them out for 
twisting God’s laws to suit 
themselves and their own 
motives — whether it was 
for money or status or 
influence over everyone.
Jesus was never one to 
shy away from a confron-
tation or telling it like it is.
He countered back at 
them with the truth every 
time. Jesus never feared 
those in authority. He 
knew the law of God, 
and He knew that it 
supercedes anything and 
everything man-made. 
The heart of the matter 
is the key. Who were the 
Pharisees really serving?  
It wasn’t God.
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The pride of life is a harsh 
battle for many people.
I’m not talking about a 
proud moment, like when 
you win a ribbon in a 
contest, or feel a sense of 
achievement for something 
you accomplished that you 
worked hard for.
I’m talking about something 
much deeper.
Consider it like a proud 
moment, only full-blown to 
the max, on steroids, and 
never-ending.
When people get caught in 
the trap of pridefulness, 
they are relying on their 
own ability or the resources 
under their control.
Maybe you’ve met someone 
like that.
They might brag about 
being better than everyone 
else and they say they 
don’t need anyone’s help 
for anything.
They believe they already 
know everything they need 
to know (they are unteach-

able), they won’t listen to 
any advice or experience 
from others, and they think 
they’ve got the best — and 
only worthwhile — answers 
and everybody else needs 
to just shut up and get on 
board with their plan.
Not an easy person to work 
with, huh?
It says in 1 John 2:16, “For 
all that is in the world — 
the lust of the flesh and the 
lust and longing of the eyes 
and the boastful pride of 
life [pretentious confidence 
in one’s resources or in the 
stability of earthly things] 
— these do not come from 
the Father, but are from the 
world.”
Pride does not come from 
God. It is the description 
of someone being self-suf-
ficient, totally independent 
from any outside influence.
I’m hoping you are already 
beginning to see what the 
big problem is with that.
Where does Jesus fit into 

that equation?
If these people are relying 
only on themselves, think-
ing they’ve got it all under 
control, have convinced 
themselves they have all 
the answers they need, 
and won’t let in any sort 
of counsel from or depen-
dence on anyone else, they 
are literally on their own.
What happens, then, when 
they can’t fix something? 
Can’t think their way out of 
a problem or crisis? Can’t 
find the answer because 
they refused to consdier 
new information? 
It’s game over.
We already know we need 
a Savior in Jesus. No one 
is above the need for Him 
to redeem them from their 
sinful lives.
Someone stuck in pride 
is going to have a difficult 
time accepting that help is 
necessary from some other 
source.
So, lots of times, these 

cases are not going to em-
brace Jesus with open arms 
unless something really 
drastic or tragic happens to 
prove to them they aren’t 
able to do it all.
Some may never accept 
Jesus, since they have 
convinced themselves they 
need no one.
I can only think that kind 
of mindset is the defensive 
stance of a person who has 
been deeply disappointed or 
betrayed by someone.
Why else would you reject 
all efforts by others to 
interact?
It’s heart-breaking to think 
that people could miss 
out on redemption simply 
because they’re unwilling 
to hear out things that may 
change their minds.
If you’re really on track 
with the truth, you won’t 
feel threatened by outside 
interaction. We’re built to 
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Vicky’s 
view

So, let’s wrap it up

Ponder this:
How real are you being with God when you pray?

Time to take charge of your life:
(Fill in the blank ...)

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down. 
What can I do to change that? Do I need help 
from someone else? Who?

Something good that 
happened this week was:

Let’s read:
Matthew 15
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HATED
PHARISEES
JERUSALEM

HE
SAY
DO

TRANSGRESS
TRADITION
COMMANDMENT

BAD
ALL

HYPOCRITES

IT
HEART

MULTITUDE
KNOW
BLIND

LEADERS

Matthew 7:7

Doodle Box

L T S S E R G S N A R T
T R A D I T I O N O S I
R A Y B L I N D K N O W
I E B O T S R E D A E L
P H A R I S E E S L H U
S A D J E R U S A L E M
H Y P O C R I T E S D O
H A T E D U T I T L U M
C O M M A N D M E N T U

You are ...
fascinating

Claiming the promised land
To play, connect two adjacent (next to 
each other) dots. Take turns with your 
opponent. If you complete a square, you 
get another turn. The one with the most 
squares at the end of the game wins.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••  •  •  •  •  •  •  •
•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

Wandering the wilderness
Make your way along the words to make a 
sentence. Your journey will form one single 
path. You can only go north, south, east, 
or west and the path must never cross over 
itself. Start at the northwest corner and 
finish at the southeast corner.

S E E O R M

R A K F A E

T P L U N I

I P A F G N

C I T I O N

N

E

S

W

answer on page 335

answer on page 319
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Discover answer on page 327
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