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](.IST DOING THE BEST YOU CAN

— MONDAY _

understanding

S0, here’s the story ...

Now the gateg of Jericho were gecurely locked down
out of fear of the lsraelites. No one went out“and no
one came in. Then the Lord aid to Joghua, “l have
delivered Jericho into your hands. Mareh ‘around-the
city once with all the armed men. Do thig for gix dayg.
Have seven priegts carry trumpetg in front of the ark.
On the seventh day, march around the ity seven timeg,
with the priegte blowing the trumpete. When you hear
them gound a long blast on the +rumloefg, have the whole
army give a loud hout; then the wall'of the city wil
collapge and the army will go up, everyone straight in.”
So they marched around the city.once and:returned to
the camp. They did thig/for gix days:

On the seventh day; they got up at daybreak and
marched around the city geven timeg in the same
manner, except that on that day they circled the city
geven timeg. The geventh time around, when the priestg
sounded the trumpet blast, Joghua commanded the
army, “Shout! For-the Lord hag given you the city! The
city and all-that ig init areto be devoted to the Lord.
Keep away from the devoted things, go that you wil
not bring about your own destruction by taking any of
them. Otherwise you will make the camp of lerael liable
to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the ilver and
gold and the articles of bronze and iron are acred to
the Lord and mugt go into hig treaury.”

When the trumpete sounded, the army-sheuted, and at
the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud
chout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight
in, and they took the city.

Read the story for yourself in Joshua 6:1-20

Take/it to God

Pray for boldness to do what God wantg, even if it
doegn’t geem to make genge at the time. He showed
[srael what could happen when they obeyed.

— TUESDAY
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vickyomiga.com

(you wanna gi
‘Obey my voice, and
supportive ([ will be your God,
encouraging; caring; and you ghall be my
sympathetic; reaseuring; people. And walk
protective; kind in all the way that |
command you, that it
ot may be well with you.”
hostile -
aggresgive; combative;
confrontational; Jeremich 7:23

belligerent; unfriendly

d(/(a/és a c[é//[.s*zanas

Step up:

Make prayer and reading the Bible a regular-thing
Don’t worry, you can gtart out slow and work up

to more ag you get better at staying consistent. For
gtarterg, try making a habit of of chooging & part of the
Bible to read and do it at least five minuteg a day and
do the same with prayer. [n a week or two start doing it
in the morning when you first get up and again at night
just before gleeping.

Take it up a notch:

Now that you're beginning to get a routine going, add
gome time to each geggion. Thank God and pray often.
Get into the habit of reaching out to God throughout
your day. And be gure to gpend longer periods of quiet
time with the Lord ... and ligtening.

Journal the thinge you pray about and what He gays.
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~ THURSDAY

f/jo[[ your /[u'snc[i

Do you hear God gpeak to you?

Yes
No

Jesug did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew [4:22-33
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- FRIDAY -~ Sometimes God
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uses the Bible
to talk to you

There are timeg when we
put way too much preg-
gure on ourgelveg to hear
gomething profound from
the Lord. We want Him to
gpeak audibly to ug g0 we
can be aure it’'s Him and
what He's-saying.
Sometimeg when we do
that we’re making thinge
harder-than they need to
be.

Start out learning what
God i¢ teaching you in-the
Bible. He’s already given
ug that to/get a lot of Hig
ingtruction readily in our
handg.

And, on g gide note, |
wonder if it’e not kind of
ailly for ug to expect Him
to qit down and give ug
thege glorioug converga-

tiong one-on-one with Him
all the time — egpecially
if we aren’t even com-
mitted enough to gpend
time in Hie Word. [ mean,
we probably should get
the bagicg of level | down
before we try to jump to
level 10, right?

[ am in NO WAY caying
He won’t take an oppor-
tunity to talk to you'in a
pergonal way, or uge other
things to gpeak to your
apirit.

He doeg it all the time.

(m just caying maybe

we should gtop trying to
force Hig methods and
work through the procegs.
[ know it takes a lot of
work and effort, but what
worthwhile thing doeen’t?

(

_ ment toyour bones.”

~\

There are many references to following
God’s lead. Here i just one ... Prov. 3:(-8
“My son, do not forget My teaching, but
keep My commands in your heart, for they
will prolong your life many years and bring
you peace and prosperity. Let love and
faithfulnese never leave you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet
of your heart. Then you will win favor and
a good name in the sight of God and man.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways submit to Him, and He will make
your paths straight. Do not be wise in your
own eyeg; fear the Lord and shun evil. This
will bring health to your body and nourigh-

J
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So, let’s wrap it up

By now, you have learned
that people megg up and

let you down,We even do
that to ourgelves. It makes
it hard 1o rely on anyone
because you-are-afraid of
being dicappointed over and
over.

Truth ig; we are only human.
We-are gonna make mig-
takeg for the ret of our
lives.

We weren’t degigned to

try to do everything on

our own. The only way we
will triumph in life’ie to, get
on the winning team, Qur
teammate hag to be some-
one who can be gtrong
when we are at our weak-
egt, be faithful no matter
what, and be a conqueror
when we fail. Well, let me tell
you, there g not a human
on-earth who can fill that
degeription. But, thanks to
@od, Who loveg ug 2o much
that He 'gent ug Hie Son,
Jegus, we get to team up
with Him.

A perfect example ig in‘one
of my_abgolute favorite
Bible gtories: the battle of
Jericho.

God had promised the lera-
elitee a great place to live
and He wag leading them
into it.

But. the fortress city of
Jericho gtood in their way.
There'wag no way they
could break in, much legg
defeat them.

Guesg what? What looke
imposgible to ug ie no threat
to God.

He wanted Hig children to
realize that. So, He took

an “imFogsib(e” gituation
and told them, if they did
what He ingtructed, the city
would fall. You might expect
that they were running
around looking for gledge
hammerg and shovelg to get
ready.

No.

God gaid run circleg around
the city. (lol, umm .. okay?)
Oh, and play some music,

too. Al right:

[f U etanding there looking
at thie huge fortreg, 'm
thinking, maybe He meang,
“We're going to ecout it out
firet and THEN do come-
thing real.”

But, in fact, obeying God
wag ALL He wanted them
to do. [t didn’t make senge.
Everyone knows that walk-
ing around a huge stone
wall ien’t EVER going to
cauge it to fall over — nei-
ther will blowing a trumpet
at it.

So what ig it God wag really
up to?

He caid, “Do what [ tell
you, and [ will take care of
it.” He still doeg that with
us today.

He will often geem to have
the weirdest way of doing
thinge. One reagon He may
do that ig to show ug that
what we need to learn ie to
trugt Him, Not figure out
logical solutions to do it
ourgelves.
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If God had done the ex-
pected — like showing Hie
people where a weak gpot
wag, or digging under the
wall, ete., what would they
have learned? They could
eagily have thought, “Hey,
thanke for helping us out,
God, we can take it from
here (We already figured
that would work).”

God knows that’s how we
are. We want to achieve
thinge ourgelveg, but God ie
trying to show ug that we
can depend on Him .. that
we need to-rely on-Him.
We mugt learn how to do
that, becauge life i hard
and there will be thinge
that hapﬁ)en that we cannot
handle alone.

That’s a fact.

God ig letting ug know that
He ig there to run to. He
wante ug fo run to Him.
He wantg ug to know we
can trugt Him completely.

How often have you taken some time out to listen
to God’s voice this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promised land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 318
o B g KIHIMI{E|S|S|E[N|G|E[R]|S
oplay, connect two adjacent (next to

each other) dots. Take turns with your JIOISITHIUIAIDIAIYISIAIE
opponent. If you complete a square, you

get another ltlurn.dT]rlfe i)lne with tl.le most O R M B P R I E S T H V
squares at the end of the game wins. TN O T1H O RIA MIRIAIE
tererr e TIR|E[A[s|U[R[Y[A]O]B]|N
cece e Y[DIE[S|T|R|[U[C|T[I|O[N
*c* e SIH|U[T|R|{U|M|P|B|[T|S|D
* e TITID|GIN|T|L|B[M|U|R|C
* ® ® o 0 0 0 0 GIUIA|R|D|O|H|C|T|R|E|J

JERICHO BLAST DOOMED
® &6 & & o o o o JOSHUA HORN DESTRUCTION
e © © © © © o o SHUT PRIEST RAHAB

MARCH GUARD MESSENGERS
TRUMPETS DAYS TREASURY
YOU are. ... SEVEN CITY CRUMBLING

g lﬁ'ed Delight

Hey, what do they
think they’re going to
do with a marching
band?

-

/ Bring the
house down!

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make)a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south; east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

B E KV EN
E E1 E H W
L NND E'N
SO EMO S
EI S N OT

answer on page 334
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Read this week’s story again in your Bible. Draw a picture of what you think the
battle of Jericho might have looked like.

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



