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patient

So, here’s the story ...

[f [ epeak inthe-tongueg of men or of angels, but do
not have love, | am only a regounding gong or a clanging
cymbal. [f [ have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if [ have a faith that
can move mountaing, but do not have love, [ am nothing.
If [ give all [ posgess to the poor and give over my body
to hardship that [ may boagt, but do not have love, [ gain
nothing.

Love endureg long and ig patient and kind; love never ie
envioug nor boile over with jealousy, ie not boagtful or
vainglorious, does not digplay iteelf haughtily. [t ig not
conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not
rude (unmannerly) and doeg not act unbecomingly. Love
(God’e love in ug% doeg not ingigt on ite own rightg or ite
own way, for it ig not gelf-geeking; it ie not touchy or
fretful or regentful. [t takes no account of the evil done
to it (it paye no attention to a suffered wrong). It doeg
not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousnesg, but rejoices
when right and truth prevail. Love bears up under any-
thing and everything that comeg, ie ever ready to believe
the best of every pergon, ite hopes are fadeless under- all
circumetanceg, and it endureg everything (without weak-
ening). Love never faile (never fadeg out or becomes
obgolete or comeg to an end).

But where there are prophecies, they will ceage; where
there are tonques, they will be gtilled; where there ig
knowledge, it will page away. For we know in part and
we prophesy in part, but when completenese comeg,
what ig in part digappeare. Wheh [ wag a child, I talked
like a child, [ thought like a child, | reagoned like a child.
When [ became a man, [ put the ways-of childhood be=
hind me. For now we gee only arreflection ag in-a mirror;
then we ghall see face to face. Now [ know in part; then
[ ghall know fully, even ag [ am fully known.

And now thege three remain: faith, hope and love. But
the greatest of these ig love.

Read the story for yourselfin  Cor. [3:(-13
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(you. wanna g&

valuable

of great worth;
treagured; precioug;
costly; prized;

ot

disposable
expendable; replaceable;
cheap; noneggential
trivial; unnecessary

‘But [ tell you, love your
enemieg and pray for
thoge who pergecute
you, that you may be

children of your Father
in heaven. He cauges

Hia qun to rige on
the evil and the good,
and gends rain on
the righteous and the
unrighteoug.’
~— Matt. 5:44-45
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Step up:

Think of someone you do not like or get along with at
all. Bray for that pereon all week. Ask'God for Hig wil
to be done in hig.or-her life. {Be kind. Be gincere!)

Take it up a notch:

Every time you pray; add gomeone to your prayers that

you normally wouldn’+.

Take it to God

Ask God to create-and alert you'to opportunities
where you can’ show omeone Gou care. Make a
gpecial-effort to'listen. for Hig voiee during the day.
Hewill epark thingg in your mind 1o do or gay to
gomeone who could really uge gome encouragement:
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~ THURSDAY

.(/Do[[ your /[’ZL'EIZC[i

Do you treat otherg ag well ag you take care of yourself?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Matthew 20:30-34

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



243

— FRIDAY_ Some things

vickyomiga.com

are jast worth
repeating over

Yeg, it wag in thic week’s . and it keepg norecord of
gtory; but the explanation “ being wronged. [t does
of what love igig come-  not rejoice about injustice
thing yotllwant to go but rejoices whenever the
back over. Remember it..  truth wing out. Love never
gives-up| never logeg faith,
“Love ig patient and kind. ~  igalways hopeful, and
Love i¢ not jealoug or endures through every
boastful-or proud of rude.  circumgtance.”
(t does not demand itg
own way: [t ie not irritable, (I Corinthiang [3:4-7)

(. )

Love can come in all shapes and sizes.
You'know what [ love? [ love to read. But | want
to be able to comprehend what I'm reading.
With ag much time ag [ have spent in the Bible
over the years, there are geveral tranglations
that Pve grown to like more than others. May-
be by now you are noticing some differences

in wording or maybe the Bible you've got ie

a little harder to understand. f you have a
phone, there are Bible apps you can download
free and you can switch up the tranglation to
one that is eagier to read. The Amplified Bible
is helpful for explaining the meaning behind
unfamiliar words or terms. A lot of people like
the New Living Translation (NLT) or the English
Standard Vergion (ESV), for their readability.

[ stick with the New King James, which can

be a little hard to wade through sometimes, but
i’s what [ grew up with and what 'm uged to. [
like it. But [ use others, too. If [ want to be sure [
understand what a verse means,  like to look at
it side-by-side with geveral tranglations. [t can
be a great help. [ also uge a Bible dictionary, a
concordance, some commentaries and history
books. (L know, Pm/aresearch junkie, it’s fun for
me.) All joking aside, the better you understand
it, the more His megsage makes senge- God will
also help you understand, and He will speak to
you through His words!

\_ J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

God’e degeription of what
love ig in the Apogtle Paul’e
letter to the church in
Corinth (in Greece) ie one
you would be wige to read
over and over — and over

meang daydreaming about
a cute guy.

Have you ever congidered
the fact that love aleo
meang a whole lot more?
Other qualities of love are

again. There ig juet so much  just ag important, like being

there to try to wrap your
brain around.
God gives a very clear and
gpecific definition of love
— one that cannot be con-
fuged or thought unclear.
[+ remindg me of one of
thoge checklicte airplane
pilote go through each time
they get ready to fly.
Before you can do a gingle
thing, all the itemg mugt be
checked and accounted for.
The eame goeg for thig
@aggage about love.

ou may figure you are a
loving person if you give
nice gifte to your friends
and farily. You may think
you've got the art of love
down if you gay, ‘(love
you.”

patient when your little
brother wrecks your room,
or not reacting rudely when
you get knocked down by a
kid at the skating rink.
What about being selfleee?
Now, that one can be a

real challenge when you
want gomething really bad,
worked long and hard to
finally get it, and then God
telle you to give it away to
gomeone who hag nothing.
[t happeng, believe me.
Love ig not just glittery
heartg; warm, gushy feel-
ings; and hot dates.
Sometimes love ig looking a
friend calmly in the eye and
letting them know they can-
not be around you anymore
if they continue to abuge

Love may also mean
refuging to hang in certain
circleg of friends who are
congtantly pregeuring you
to do thinge that aren’t
right.
[+ can aleo be love that
caveg a friend’s life if you
have to tell an adult the
friend ig uging druge.
Thege geem awfully harsh
but, in reality, acts of digci-
@Iine are aleo love.

ou know what [ mean?
Like getting your phone
taken away becauge you
won’t do the choreg? (You
mugt learn regpongibility
and keeping promiges.)
['s meant to addregg
harmful behaviorthat could
cauge worge iseueg [ater:
When there are'no conge-
quences for bad behavior,
there ie'no reagon what-
goever for the person to
change hig or her ways: [t
may take loging a friend
(maype even for a chort
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atraighten up.

Thege love lesgong need to
be learned early on.

The more prepared you are
for reality, the/better.

Your parentg’know that.
(Ve ahard day to face
when you have to-go out
and get your firgt job —
only to get fired two days
later because you went in
when you-felt like it ingtead
of when your ghift started.
Most of the time life ien’t
going to bombard-gou with
gquishy heart pillows and
red rogeg to hold up to“your
aniffer.

[t'e going to-mean gkinned
elbows and bruiges of a
different kind. Thekind only
Jegug can-comfort.

Oh, and just g0 you knouy,
pizza and chocolate milk
don’t magically replenish
themgelves. (That stuff
comeg out of your “fun”

Maybe you think love you emotionally. time) 1o help them recet and  budget when you're old)
How many times have you made someone (not

your best friend or family) feel loved this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.

What can | do to change that? Do | need help 1 Cor. 13

from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...
wondrous

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

WHOTDY
wWdaoolLoQO
ERYTad
N ERTHT
TWOHIT

answer on page 336
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Matthew 7:7

answer on page 320

RIN|{O|I|T|A|R|O|T|S|E|R
HIAIR|LI{O|T|R|Y|L|O|V]|E
N{T|S|BII|RIE|T|U|R[N|A
WIT|FI{E|T|O|L|O[A|M|M]I
FIA{T|T{H|F|U|IL|N|E|S|S
YIOIR|R|E|M|O|[G|O|D|I|R
AE|S|OIH|O|J|U|ID|A[H|A
UIBIO|T|U|C|Y|[C|R|E|M|E
DIEIE|HIAM|AIH|{U|R|O|L
HOSEA HEED MERCY
GOMER LO-RUHAMAH RETURN
ISRAEL LO-AMMI RESTORATION
LOVE JUDAH COMFORT
HARLOTRY GOD BETROTH
WIFE SIN FAITHFULNESS

Doodle Box
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Diccover l answer on page 327

| |

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



