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BEEN THERE, DONE THAT

~—MONDAY__ = Be.. — TUESDAY
encouraging

So, here’s the story ...

Jegug went to the mount of Olives. [n the morning He went
to the temple and all the people followed Him. They all eat
down and he began to teach them.
The gcribeg and Pharigees brought Him a woman who wag
caught in the act of having sex with gomeone she wagn’t
married to. They sat her down in the middle of the crowd;
They gaid, “Magter, thie woman wag caught in the act of
adultery. The law Moges taught commandg that she be
atoned to death, but what do You eay?”
You gee, the seribeg and Pharigees were trying to lay a frap
for Jegug g0 they could get Him into trouble. They knew they
could accuge Him of wrongdoing if he went against the law
and the teachinge of Moges.
Jegug bent down and drew in the dirt with Hig finger; ag if.
He didn’t hear their wordg. But they kept agking Him what
should be done. Finally, He stood up and said, “Let any man
without gin (someone who hag never done angfhmg wrong)
among you cagt the firet stone at her.” Then He stooped
down and started drawing in the dirt-again.
All thoge who heard Hie words thought of things ‘they had
done and realized they couldn’t-cast a stone at all. They qui-
etly went away, one by one, untitno one wag left but Jegug
and the woman.
When Jesug stood back up, He looked around and said,
“Where are your accugers? (g there no one left to condernn
you?))
She eaid, “No, Lord.”
Jegug then gaid, ‘I don’t condemn you. Go-and gin no more.”

Read the story for yourself in John 8:(-Il

Take it to God

When you pray, agk-God to forgive you of anything
not pleaging to Him. Youmugt be cincere. That
meang repenting — stopping what you're doing
wrong. And forgive others whohave wronged you.
Be willing to do for othere what God did for you.
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Step up:

Live your life pragticing forgivenege. Make it a habit g0
you won’t-get-caught-in-the trap of holding grudges.
Staying angry with someone leads to bitterneag. That
makeg you migerable and caugeg you to have a really
bad attitude. See where thig ig going? [t'e hard to treat
people well (like you would fike to be treated) if you are
alwayg angry and acting like a jerk.

Take it up a notch:

Challenge your friendg and family to do the same. Be a
gentle reminder when they have trouble with forgivenegs.
Agk them to aleo correet and encourage you when you
fall a little short of forgiving someone. Having a sup-
portive group of people around can really help everyone
atay on the right track.

f/jo[[ your /[u'srzc[i

Do you think forgiveness ig a one-time only thing?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He was on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Mark 822-26
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_ FRIDAY____  Always smart
to practice the

— WEEKEND_

Golden Rule

Ever heard of the Golden
Rule? The idea ig that
you treat others how you
would want to be treated.
Actually, that popular
code of conduct came
from the Bible; it’e found
in Matthew 7:12. Forgive-
nesg worke the game way.
(f you want God to forgive
you when you mess up,
you need 1o be willing to
forgive comeone else when
he or ghe meggeg up. You
do your part the right
way. God will always do
Hig part. He geeg into our
hearte and i¢ a fair judge.
He knows how and when
to deal with those who are
not gorry for their bad

actiong. Reg ed, He
will take care of . There
ig no reagon for,you to
take it on yourgelf to try
to make gomeone pay for
their behavior. Let God
handle it. And know that
He will: You may never gee
it, but He will alwaye make
thingg right.

Trugt Him to do what He
i¢ able to do, and you do
what He expecte of you.
Jegug aid we are to

love otherg. “( give you a
new commandment: love
one another. Just ag |
have loved you, you mugt
aleo love one another.”
(John [2:34) Retaliation
doean’t fit into that rule.

(

~\

[n Matthew [8:2(-22, Deter came to Je-
sus and agked, “Lord, how many times ghall
[ forgive my brother who sing against me?
Up to seven times?”

Jesus answered, “{ tell you, not just seven
times, but seventy times geven!

For a person who is truly sorry for what

he or she has done, God’s forgiveness

hag no limits — and neither should ours.
Sometimes people mess up several times —
maybe even more — before they are able to
overcome a hard battle. The imEorfant thing
is fo keep trying. So we should be willing to
keep giving them a chance to do better.
Again, keeping in mind that the person i
genuinely trying to do better, not just say-
ing sorry to get out of trouble.

\_ J
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S0, let’'s wrap it up

Forgivenesg ig a choice. You
don’t have to like it, you
gimply have to choose it.
[t's hard to forgive when
you feel like you've been
wronged or something ig
unfair ... maybe it seemg
like the other person will
get away with what they've
done:

At the end of the day; you
can ohly control what you
do with your own deeigiong,
not making someone else
pay for their actiong.

God knows the difficulty of
releaging that percon from
your anger and frugtration.
He seeg it — and He
honore it when-He forgives
you of thinge you've done
that hurt Him.

Like [-eaid, we don’t have
to be thrilled with the act
of forgiving, but we mugt
choose to do it.

And becauge we chooge

to do it, eventually that

hurt will heal and we won’t
auffer years of pain and
bitternegg over it.

That’s just another side
benefit to doing the right
thing.

When we forgive gomeone,
that doegn’t necessarily
mean we completely forget
the incident. No, we learn
from thinge that might do
ug harm or make ug gtum-
ble.

For examﬁ)le, let’s say you
have a pal who comeg
around a lot, and they gteal
thinge from you every time
they come over. You are
forced to confront them
about what they’re doing. If
they apologize Fand hopeful-
ly give the iteme back) and
promige to stop, you need
to forgive them.

But, it would aleo be a very
good idea to egtablich gome
new boundarieg, like they
aren’t allowed to come

ingide your room, or your
houge. On you keep any-
thing you care about out of
their reach. You aren’t being
mean by doing that. They
have logt your trugt and will
now have to earn it back.
That’s simply congequenc-
eg of their bad choiceg for
Now.

Obviously the gituation ig
awkward for everyone, g0
you want to be kind, but
firm.

Yelling and belittling them

ie not how you forgive. You
may have to take some time
to gather your thoughts
and pick a better moment
(or get help) to talk to them
about it.

Whatever it takes, talk
through it together and do
your begt to resolve the
gitugtion.

You need to be prepared
that a friendly regolution
might not work out — if

148

the other pergon refugeg to
acknowledge what,they did
(be_gure they actually did

it before aceusing them) or
doeen’t want to'talk about
the wrong they've done- |t
could be more than they are
willing to deal with.
Fortunately, their lack of
cooperation doegn’t ruin
your ability to make good
choices coneerning your
end-of i.

If the friendhip ig lost, or
at leagt on hold for awhile,
continue to pray for that
friend; maybe things will
turn around later on.

God knows what you're
dealing with and He knows
exactly what that pergon
needs; the begt thing you
can do i to keep them in
your prayers. Aleo pray that
you will gtay sengitive to the
needs and hurtg of otherg.

Do you need to forgive someone this week?
Why don‘t you? Forgive, like God forgives.

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?

John 8:1-11

Not to be duplicated as a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.



149 vickyomiga.com

Claiming the promised land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 317
ol " RIT{O|L|T|V|E|S|E|A|S]|Y
o play, connect two adjaeent (nextto
each other) dots. Take turns with your AIFITINIGIEIRITILIDITIG
opponent. If you complete a square; you
get another 1:lurn.dTl}e ﬁne with the most NIBISIUISIEIJIMIPIU|IOIN
squares at the end of the game wins. AN RRERNRT A
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JESUS ADULTERY SHE
e & o o o o o o MOUNT STONED GROUND
o/ o o o ol e e OLIVES TESTING ONE
TEMPLE FINGER CONVICTED
PHARISEES SIN ALONE
Youare... WOMAN WITHOUT ACCUSERS

Doodle Box

enterprising

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only gonorth, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 333
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