199

viekyomiga.com

DOING WHAT'S RIGHT

— MONDAY__

trustworthy

So, here’s the story ...

King Nebuchadnezzar made a large golden idol. He had
everyone come to a dedication ceremony for the etatue. The
king made a commandment that when the mugic started
playing, everyone wag to fall down and worhip the idol. Any-
one who refuced would be burned up in a fiery furnace. Soon,
the mugic started and most all the people that had gathered
from everywhere fell down and worchipped the image. But
there were three Jewg, Shadrach, Meghach, and Abednego,
who refuged. The kind wag furious. He eaid, “Thig time you
better bow and worship the image [ made. If you don’t, you
will be burned alive in the furnace. Who ie your God that He
would reseue you from my hande?” They gaid, “Our God
ie able to deliver ug, but even if he doeen't, let it be known
that we will never bow down to your idol.” [n hig anger, the
king ordered the furnace to be made much hotter. The three
Jews were tied up and thrown into the fire. The furnace had
been made o hot that the king’e men who were clogest to
the furnace were burned up. The king wag astoniched when
he looked into the fire to find the three were walking around
in there just fine. They weren’t even tied up anymore. Not
only that, a mygterioug fourth man like the Son of God wag
in there with thern. Al the people looked at the men in the
fire, They could gee that their clothes and hair and everth-
ing-about them wag completely unharmed by the heat and
flames. Nebuchadnezzar made a new decree that anyone
who gpeake badly of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego’s
God would be cut into pieces becauce He really is God.
Read the story for yourself in Daniel 3:1-30

Take it to God

When you pray thie week, take gome extra time
to-pray for your friends and family. They may
not ' seem like they need it, but people often'go
through difficulties or have worrieg they never
talk about to anyone. Thank God for your loved
ones.

— TUESDAY
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ou wanna gi
Y ‘If yourwill obey My

orderly voice and keep/My THURSDAY _
correct; fixed:; covenant {agreement),
all together; preciee; then you shall be- My
in good chape own gpecial posges-
gion and treagure from
ot among all peoples [of
the world], for all the
anraly earth ie Mine;

rebellioug; riotoug; —
uncontrollable; violent;

wayuward; quarrelsome Exodus 19:5

dl/(aga a c[i/faunaa

Step up:

If all your friendg were planning to do something you
knew wag not right, would you keep your mouth shut
and just go along? Or would you g’rej) up and say
gomething — or even walk away and not be part of it
— even if no one else backed you up? [t takes bravery
to follow the will of God. Have courage.

Take it up a notch:

Would you volunteer your point of view, even if it wagn’t
a popular one? Would you become an advocate for a
cauge God would want you to be involved in (that come
people don't like)?

Stepping out and being okay with others not liking you ie
not eagy, but gometimeg it’s neceseary. Will you be able
to atick to God’s way, even when it’e difficult to do?

fpo[[ your /[u'snc[i

Have you ever geen a miracle?

Yes
No

A lot of miraculous things happened to God’s
children on earth. Read about one of them
here:

Daniel 2:19-30
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— FRIDAY____  King’s blaze fails

to roast God'’s

three followers

Thig week’s story is one
of the all-time Sunday
School favorites.

[ mean, how cool ig it that
God shows up in guch a
mind-blowing and drastic
way to come to the rescue
of gome of Hig beloved
children? Thege guys are
dedicated to fighting the
good fight and honoring
Him, and He comeg
through in a huge way.
There ig no writing'that
aituation off ag normal; it
was a g’rraigh’r-uﬁ miracle
any way-you look at it.

[ egpecially love how they
regponded to the king.
“If we are thrown into
the blazing furnace, the
God we gerve ig able to
deliver ug from it, and he
will deliver ug from Your
Majesty’s hand. But even
if he doeg not, we want
you to know, Your Majes-
ty, that we will not gerve
your-gods or worghip the

image of gol
up.” (Daniel 3:(7-18)
They were making it
abundantly clear that the
king wag net going to
have hi¢ way no matter
what he threatened to do
(or actually did) to them.
They knew without a
doubt that God wag capa-
ble-of eaving‘them.

They also were very
aware that He'might not
dot in a way they expect;
ed. Or, atall — it wag in
Hig hands only, and wag
completely ug to Him how
He wanted thinge to work
out.

That death sentence from
the king; by all normal
gtandards, should-have
been their untimely end

— and God might have
chogen to allow. .

Turng outGod did an
old-school mic/drop on
Nebuchadnezzar’e ridicu-
lously gelf-gervingedict.

(

\_

~N

The Jewish people were conquered slaves
of the Babyloniansg at the time.

By the king’s rule, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were Babylonian names given to
these three guys to make them assimilate to
their new home. Their Hebrew names were
actually Hannaniah, Mighael, and Azariah.

J
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S0, let’'s wrap it up

When you think about
obedience, what comeg to
mind?

Do you think, “Yuek! That’s
when [ have to do what
gomeone elee gayge or [l
get in deep trouble,” or |
hate it when my parente
are alwayg felling me to do
what [ don’t want to do.”
Bear with me for just a
minute and [l try to make
thig a little lese painful
Think about why your par-
ente (or teacherg or other
authority figureg) tell you to
do thingg a certain way.

l¢ it really to be mean

to you or make your life
migerable?

Even though you might
think o, the anawer ig,
generally, no.

Thege adulte care about
your future and they want
great thingg for you.

[+ may not seem like i, but
they have a good purpoge
behind the thinge they do.
Shadrach, Meghach, and

Abednego knew that God
had Hig reagong for want-
ing them to follow Hig rules.
They aleo knew that He
would never abandon them
to a bad end.

Nouw, you might think being
thrown into a blazing hot
furnace sure looks a lot like
they were being abandoned
by God, right?

Think ig, it only seeme like
it if you stopped reading
the story right there. But it
wagn’t the end — not by a
long shot.

Now that you know the
whole gtory, though, it ig
certainly clear that God
knew (and had a purpoge
for) more about the situa-
tion than they did.

God already knew thinge
were going to turn out okay
for thege quyg.

The awegome thing ig they
plowed forward, trugting
Him even without knowing
what the outcome would be.
Turng out God uged the

opportunity fo makea very
important point to.the king.
Begideg, He loved that
those boyg gtood firm in
obedience and-He honored
them through a miracle that
everyone gaw: They/were
proven to’be correct and
righteous — and approved
by God.

Ag you learn to trugt God
knows what He’e doing,

it’e eagier-to do what He
wantg, becauge you wil
know by faith that it ie
alwayg going fo.turn out
better than if you had
disobeyed.

Yeg, sometimeg the imme-
diate requlte don’t look, feel
or seem like a blegsing. (Pic-
ture being thrown into the
fire — and that a miracle ie
on ite way.)

Know thig: f God allows

an uncomfortable gituation
or painful event to hapf)en
in your life, you can rely
on the fact that there ig a
better regult coming.
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He'ig all about pughing you
to become your begt you.
Would you have a problem
getting out into the cold
pouring rain when you knou
you're heading to a movie
you've waited monthg to
gee? Probably not.

The only difference ig that
you know the end regult; ¢o
you can tell the unpleasant=
nesg beforehanddg worth it.
With God, we don’t often
know the end reqult that’s
coming, but we don’t have
to know-ag long ag we
understand that He does.
God will always lead ug the
best way, if we will just
trugt Him.

Shadrach, Meghach-and
Abedneqo had it right when
they held to'their. commit-
ment 1o follow God, even
to What looked like certain
death (ingtead of giving in
to an arrogant king): They
loved God and were allin.

Would you be obedient to God even if it meant
you would get in trouble with others over it?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land Matthew 7:7

answer on page 318

— . H[T]1]A[F[T[R[E[E[D[T]D
o play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your AIHIDIEIUITIAITISIGIOA
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another ltlurn.dT]r}e i)lne with the most TIHIRIE|H S TIH]| I G G N
squares at the end of the game wins.
) ) O|B[A[B[Y[L]0[N[O]AO]T
o o (] ® [ o o o
GIC|O|F|IU|R|NIA|C|E|L|E
[ ] @ @ [ [ @ @ @
TIN|FIW|B|LIE|Y[A|J|D|L
- °® e [|{L|I|N|M|D|R|E[A[M|Z]Y
AL ¢ 0 FIN|IX|K|E|Q|U|B|E|R|I|F
¥vor /% ¢ ° CIlHIA|M|E|L|E|O|IN|K|Y]|O
o o (] o (] o ( o
GOLD DANIEL OBEY
¢ Ve 8 e f FIRE BABYLON FAITH
oo o9 o o & /b FURNACE KING CHAMELEON
STATUE GOD THREE
TREE DREAM FIT
Youare ... BOW GIFTS IN
lncredlb[e Delight
Wandering the wilderness g rorondt
Make your way along the words to make a y ey fella J extra
sentence. Your journey will form one single ’ ot dogs n .
path. You can only go north, south, east, \, arshma“ows'

or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

D RETHL R
OUONOO /Hey, look! “5 ff;
N TYEUVYVY Jesus is heri}
O A4 HTEE Mﬁ
T B E LI D

™

answer on page 334
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Design

What do you suppose was the expression on King Nebuchadnezzar’s face when he saw the three young men
survive being thrown into his super-hot, fiery furnace? Draw a picture of it.
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