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SHAME ON YOd

__MONDAY__ .. __TUESDAY__

honest

So, here’s the story ...

Deter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of You, |
never will”

“ ell you the truth,” Jegug anewered, “Thie very night,
before the roogter crows, you will digown Me three timeg.”
But Peter declared, “Bven if [ have to die with You, [ will
never disown You.” And all the other dicciples said the came:
Later on that night, after Jegus had been arrested by order
of the chief prieste and elders ...

Read the story for yourself in Matt. 26:33-35

Peter wag gitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl

came to him. “You aleo were with Jegug of Galilee;” she gaid.

But he denied it before them all. “( don’t know what you're
talking about,” he gaid. Then he went to the gateway where

another girl saw him and eaid to the people there, “Thie

fellow wage with Jegus of Nazareth.”

He denied it again, with an oath: [ don’t know the man!”

After a little while, thoge etanding there went up to Peter

and eaid, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent giveg
you away.” Then he began to call down curgeg on himgelf

and he swore to them, “( don’t know the man!” [mmediately

a roogter crowed. Then Deter remembered the worde Jegug
had epoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will digown Me

three timeg.” And he went outeide and wept bitterly.
Read the story for yourself in Matt. 26:69-75

Take it to God

Being honegt with yourgelf and God i a huge sfep
in building a good relationchip. He already knows
anyway, 8o doesn’t it make more senge to just be
real? Be honest and gincere when you talk toGod.
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Step up:

Making a mistake is one thing, but to continue doing
that gane thing ie no longer a mistake — it’s on pur-
pose. When you mege up, stop that cycle. We have to re-
pent (turn from that wrongdoing) and start acting right.
Apologize to God and make a frech start.

Take it up a notch:

Once you've gtraightened thinge out with yourgelf and
God, stop letting quilt and shame beat you down. When
God forgives you for something, you are comepletely
forgiven from now until forever. No need to keep buying
info that nongenge that you should feel terrible about
yourgelf over something that’s done and over. When you
hear those stupid whigpers in your head to feel bad over
atuff you've +aEen to God, shut them out right then and
there. They are lieg.

E/Do[[ your /[u'snc[i

(g there-anything you've done that you've felt bad about later?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

John 2:1Al
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— FRIDAY ___ You don‘t have
to stay stuck in
guilt or shame

[ can only imagine what
wag going.on-n the minds
of the digeiples — running
for their liveg when Jesug
wag arregted. They were
no doubt terrified that
they would end up in prie-
onor gentenced to death
for being Hig followers.
And, poor Peter.

Mogt everyone can relate

fear during that crazy
night.

Some might have a really
hard time undergtanding
how a guy who spent g0
much time with the Lord,
learning His wayg, experi-
encing all the miracles that
He performed, etc., could
90 eagily digmigg all that
when the high priests were

to the guilt and shame trying to shut Him down.
that Deter aurely felt after  This wag nothing new.
denying that he even knew  Jegug fought with them

Jegug. Not once, but three
separate timeg, Peten
wag caught in gome:fenge
gituations that could’ve
landed him in jail = or
woree — like hig teacher.
He didn’t know what

wag going to0-happen-He
mugt’ve been 2o acared.
(m not eaying that what
he did wag right, but [ can
definitely underetand hig

all the time. But thig time
wag different. [t got real.
We never truly know how
we will behave or react
when thinge get really
gerioug.

Be gentle with people. You
don’t know what battleg
they are facing or dealing
with in their liveg. There’s
alot of hard stuff out
there.

(

— WEEKEND _

Jesus wag sentenced to be crucified (hung
on a cross until He died). He was charged
with blagphemy — that means showing
great disrespect to God or something holy.
When Jesus answered yes to their question
whether He wag the Son of God (which He
actually was/and ig), the priests refused
tosettle for anything less than Hig death.
They did not believe Him; they accused Him
of falgely pretending to be lsrael’s chosen
One, the Messiah.

\_ J
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S0, let’s wrap it ap

For anyone concerned
about what happened to
Peter later on, there ig
gome really good news.
After Jegug died and Hig
body wag laid in the tomb,
He roge again. He even
went to gee Hig digciples.
[n one of the timeg it ig
recorded (John 21), Jesus
went 1o the gea of Tiberiag,
where Peter and geveral of
the dicciples had been fich-
ing all-night, with no luck.
Like He had done yearg
before, when He firet called
(Simon) Leter to follow

Him, Jegug told the crew to
cagt the net again

Jugt like before,they caught
a great haul of figh:

When they came-to shore
Jegug had a fire going and
a meal ready for them to
eat.

He and Deter thenhad a
convergation.

No doubt, Peter wag likely
atill feeling bad about hig
ghameful behavior when hig
teacher had been arregted
and taken away.

Deter had denied he knew
Jeaug three timeg. | don't

think it’s a coincidence that
Jeaug agked Simon (Peter)
the-came quegtion three
timeg in 4 row =— Do you
love me?”

Each time he ansuwered yes.
Jeaug ingtructed him to feed
Hig sheep — meaning he
wahted him to take care of
(ﬁro’rect quide, encourage)
the people, the disciples, all
Hia followers.

[ think Jesus wag bagically
appointing Leter to become
the pastor over the firgt
church-ever.

[n Acte 1:3, it ie gaid that

100

Jegug (after Hig resurrec-
tion) went around proving
to peor)le that He wag, in
fact, alive and well (again)
for 40 daye. After that He
ascended up into Heaven.
Before He went though,
Jegug did gpeak of another
who would be available

ag a helper. God gent the
Comforter, which ig the
Holy Spirit, who would

be a teacher and bring to
people’s minds what Jesus
taught (John [4:26).

Simon’s shame didn‘t keep him from being useful

Jegus made eurethat, Simon Peter
knew that Hedidn’t hold a grudge
after he megged up over and over.
There'wagn’t a “told you g0” moment.
Always the good teacher, Jegus
didn’t rub it in Peter’s face that he did
exactly what Jesug had gaid he would
do (denying Him three timeg before
the rooster crowed). Jesus didn’t get
allhung up on the pagt, and He didn’t

cheep.

want Peter to do that, either.

What wag done wag done.

What Jeeug did do wag move for-
ward, He ingtructed Peter to feed Hig

Jesug knew Hig disciples sill had
along road ahead. They, would lead
the way in the effort t0-establieh the
church (all the people who followed
Jeaus — and all thoge who would

follow in the future, not necesgarily

congtruet a building) and epread the
good news of what Jesug had dane
for the whole world.

That ig gtill being done today, more

than 2,000 yeare later.
One day goon Jegug will come back.
Only God knows (not even Jesug

knows) exactly when that will be:
(Matthew 24:36)

Have you done anything this week that you're
ashamed of or feeling quilty for?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?

Not to be duplicated as-a whole or in part for sale or mass production. For individual use or class use only.

Matthew 26:33-75



101 vickyomiga.com

Claiming the promiged land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 316

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.
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You are ... DENIED CURSE BITTER

adOl"ed Doodle Box

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 332
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Diccover answer on page 324
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