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obedient

So, here’s the story ...

King Nebuchadnezzar had a bad dream that digturbed him go
much that he couldn’t gleep. He gent for all the fortune-tell-
erg, psychics, witcheg and advigors to find someone who
could explain hig dream. Problem wag, he couldn’ remember
what the dream wag.

He-told them that they would have to tell him the dream and
then interpret what it meant. Well, they were stumped. They
gaid no human-on earth could tell him what hig dream was.
They gaid only the gods could do that.

He told them they were just trying to buy time to figure out
what to gay: He gaid, “If you're the real deal, you will do
what [ command.” But they couldn’t. Nebuchadnezzar got
very angry and in a rage he ordered all the wige men in hig
kingdom to be killed.

One of the captaing came to Daniel’s houge to have him
killed. Daniel didn’t even know what wag going on. He gaid,
“Give me a little time, and | will tell the king what he wante to
know:” He prayed about it and had hig friends pray about t.
The next morning the captain took Daniel to Nebuchadnez-
zar.

Daniet told the king that he would not have been able to tell
him what he degired to know, but there ie a God in Heaven
who revealg gecrete and makes known to the king what
ghall be in the future. He gaid,“Your dream, and the vigiong
you sau are thege.” And eoDaniel-explained to the king hie
dream and ite meaning. Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on
hig face-and eaid, [t ie true that'your God ie a God of gods,
and a/Lord of kings, and a Revealer of secrets, gince you
could reveal thig secret!”

Read the story for yourselfin Daniel 2

Take it to God

(f you or gomeone you care about i¢ struggling
with an addiction, the best thing you can do ig put
them (or-yourself) directly into God’s mighty hands.
Pray- often, pray sincerely. Take your careg to Him.
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Step up:

When you care about gomeone, it hurtg to-gee’ them
atruggle with something that you knous-ig harmful or
dangeroug. At times, you may even feel presaured to
join in, whether your infent ig o just go along to try to
protect them or you are afraid o say no to something
you know ig not right. Realize that joining in will only
make thinge worge — becauge then you are also caught
up in the came mege. Sometimes the pergon etuck in a
cycle of addiction or a troublesome pattern of behavior
may seem like they enjoy it or want more of it. Though
that might appear true in the beginning, it doesn’t take
long to gloiral out of control — even to places they (or
you) don’t want to go. Do not follow. Encourage them
to gtop. Pray for them.

Take it up a notch:

Hold fast and keep doing right — no matter hard it ig or
how many timeg it takes.

.(/Do[[ your /u’gnc[i

Do you know someone who struggles with addiction?

Yes
No

Jesus didlots of miracles while He was on the
earth. Read about one of them here:

Mark :23-28
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__FRIDAY ___ God is even

bigger than
addiction

Dealing with addiction

of any kind ig horrible,
whether you are the one
atruggling with the problem
or it'e someone cloge to
you.

Everyone hurte over it.
Avoiding it or wighing it
away doeg not help, it only
adde to the trauma.

(f you or someone you
know needs help, the
gooner the better.
Addiction i like digging
arut. The longer youre
in it, the deeper you go. [t
gets deep real fast, and
that makeg it really hard
to climb out. Many people
(who rely on their own
atrength to get out) fail.
[t's often too much for a
person to fix alone.

Help is needed — real
help.

[ may gound like a broken
record at thi point, but

that makeg i 9Q true:
Jegug ig the answer.

“ can do all thing through
Chrigt Who etrengtheng
me,” we are reminded in
Philippiang (3.

Thig statement ig intended
to encourage ug to rely
on Jesug — and aleo
that God knows well that
we face some really hard
things that are going to
take more than we have
to give.

When we get overwhelmed
by iecueg that geem im-
poseible, God ig directing
ug back to the angwer.
Jegug ig always enough,
Pray. Keep your faith built
up.

Reach out for help ag
00N ag ﬁoggible. [t'g im-
portant that you-addrecs
the-problem inctead of
hiding from it; which allows
it more time to get worge.
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Did youknow that some prayers take longer
than others to angwer? That means we have
to have faith that God is hearing our pleas, and
working on the golution — eveniif it doesn’t
look like anything is happening.

Wecan’t see the whole situation from our end,
and we have to learn to trust God to do what
i right. Giving up before a prayer ig answered
can stop the golution in its tracks (because of
doubting that it will ever happen) . You could be
Jjust around the corner from your breakthrough.
That’s why you must hang on; don’t give up.

J
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So, let’'s wrap it up

The point of thie week’s
gtory doeen’t necesearily
involve drugg or aleohol,
but it doeg point to the
confirmation that God ig the
only one Who can do the
impoggible.

Remember, King Nebu-
chadnezzar gent forall the
“fortune-tellers, peychics,
witcheg; and advigore™ to find
anybody who could explain his
dream?

All-the mysties in the world
couldn’t help him. They were
atumped: You know why?
Beeauge the (ungodly) forceg
that those people looked to
were not enough to get the job
done.

The problem with Nebuchad-
nezzar’e trusted “fortune-tell-
erg, paychice, witcheg, and
advigore” wag that the higher
power they relied on wag

not God, meaning whatever
devilish or unholy entitie they
were worshipping and looking
to for guidance were not any-
where near powerful enough.
There are countless pogerg
out there, but there ig only
One true God — the actual

Creator of the universe. He'
the only one with the ability to
do what the king had request-

ed.
Daniel even told the king that
the ability he had to tell him
what he requested didn’t come
from him:

The secret wag revealed o
Daniel in a night vigion:

Daniel gaid: “Blesged be the
name of God forever and ever,
For wisdom and might are His.
And He changeg the times
and the geagong; He'removes
kinge and raiges up kinge;

He giveg-wisdom to the wige
And knowledge to thoge who
have understanding. He re-
veale deep and cecret thinge;
He knows what ig in the
darknesg, and light dwells with
Hirn.

“[ thank You and praige You,
O God of my fathers;

You have given me wigdom
and might, and have now
made known to me what we
agked of You, for You have
made known to ug the king’e
demand.”

Don’t wagte your time chaging
after cheap imitationg.

Some gpend all their lives

gearching high and low for
the answer, when'Jegug hag
alwayg been right there.

You'll eave a ot of effort and
gpare yourself heartache

by going straight to the real
cource of hope in the firet
place.

Uging the words from Pgalm
91, you can gpeak out a pow-
erful prayer every day:

“[ live in the seeret place of
the Mogt High; | live under the
ghadow of the Almighty. | say
of the'Lord, “He ie my refuge
and/my fortrege; My God, in
Him - rugt”

He delivers me from the
gnare of the fowler and from
the periloug pectilence. He
covere me with Hie featherg,
and under Hie wingg [take
refuge; Hig truth is my chield
and buckler. [ do not fear of
the terror by night, nor of

the arrow that flie by day,
nor of the pegtilence that
walke in darknegg, nor of the
destruction that lays waste at
noonday.

A thougand may fall at my
gide, and 10,000 at my right
hand; but it ghall not come
near me. Only with my eyes
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will [ gee the reward of the
wicked, becauge [ have made
the Lord, Who ig my refuge,
even the Mogt High, my dusell-
ing place, no evil will befall me,
and no plague comes near my
houge.

God gives Hig angels charge
over me, to keip me gafe.
They keep me from stumbling.
[ walk on the lion and the
cobra, the young lion and the
cerpent [ trample under my
foot.

Becauge [ have get my love
upon God, He wil deliver
me; the Lord will get me on
high, becauge | know Hig
name. When [ call on Him,
He anawerg; He will be with
me in trouble; He will deliver
me and honor me. With long
life God will eatiefy me, and
ghow me Hig ealvation.
Amen.”

You also can include the
nameg of thoge you are
praying for;.and add needs
you want ‘to bring o God.

Is there someone weighing heavy on your heart
to pray for this week?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land

To play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with your
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another turn. The one with the most
squares at the end of the game wins.

You are ...
caring

Wandering the wilderness

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.
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answer on page 333
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Matthew 7:7

answer-on page 317

[WA{FIU|N[A|E|E|R|C|E|D
N|{S{HID|AINIT|E|L|Y|L|S
AH|C|BIT[WIK|T|N|G|L|E
E{S|O|RICIE|RIE|R|T|IT|R
DIE{T|[T|T|R|G|O|D|F|K|V
LICIRIE|G|O|L|O|R|IT|S|A
A|R|A|L{A[E|V|E|R|S|P|N
HIEBIC|M{O|D|S|T|W|E|T
CI|T|G|O|L|DIS|D|RIE|A|M
DREAM GIFTS ARIOCH
MAGICIAN AsH GOD
ASTROLOGER ~ DANIEL SECRET
SORCERER  SERVANT REVEAL
CHALDEAN DECREE KILL
KING WISDOM GOLD

Doodle Box
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iNume someone who is going through something very difficuit.
~Write down a prayer that you can bring back to God over and over.
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