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So, here’s the story ...

Jonathan heard David epeaking to hig father, King Saul.
When he learned how David wag 2o much like himgelf,
he liked him very much. They became begt friendg from
that day on. The loved each other like brothere. David
gtayed with them and erved the king.

David went out-wherever Saul gent him,behaving him-
celf wigely. And Saul get him over-the men of war, and
it wag good in the Sight of all the people, and aleo in the
gight of Saul’s gervante.

The:people were becoming much more impresged with
David than they were with their king. Saul became very
angry. He feared loging hig kingdom to David. Saul
became jealoug of David.

Jonathan wag David’e best friend. Jonathan told David
to go hide and gaid he would talk to his father. Jona-
than epoke good of David to Saul, and gaid, “Oo not
let the king gin against hig-gervant-David becauge he
hag not ginned against you and becauge hig works are
very good toward you. Why then will you ein againet
innocent bload, to kill David without a cauge?” Saul
wag convinced that Jonathan’e worde were wige, 2o he
changed hig mind.

Ag time went by Saul'e anger and jealougy got the
better of him again and he tried to kill David, but David
escaped. Saul became angry with Jonathan for protect-
ing David.

“Ag long ag David liveg, he ig a threat to our kingdom.
He may-take your throne. He mugt die,” Saul eaid.
Jonathan wagted no time finding David and sending him
away o he would be out of danger.

Read the story for yourself in [ Sam. [8-20

Take it to God

Thank the Lord for Hig faithfulness. Pray for
gomeone who seemg-like they really need a loyal
friend. Ack Gad to shou you how you can help.
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ou wanrna gi
Y ‘Be like-minded [united = -
committed in Qpiriﬂ, ngpa’rheﬁo, TH“RSD“L
devoted; pledged; brotherly, kindheart-
faithful; attached; ed [courteous and
bound compasgionate toward
each other ag mem-
ot berg of one houge-
hold], and humble:-in
dismissive gpirit; ..
ungympathetic; rejecting; —
quperior; ingolent;
despising; contemptuoug 1 Peter 3:8
dl/(a/és a c[é//[s'zsncs

Step up:

The word loyal means faithful, devoted and true; giving

or showing firm and constant support or allegiance 1o a
pergon or ingitution. Asgese how loyal you are to those

you care-about. Doeg it need improvement? Work on it.

Take it up a notch:

Make a gpecial effort, thie week to thank God for Hig
loyalty to Hig children. Look at the life of Jesug when
He.wag on earth. He wag (and gtll i) the perfect exam-
ple-of how to be a loyal friend. Loyalty doeg not mean
to.alwayg give in and let your friendg run‘over you and
do whatever they want. Loyalty algo holds loved ones
accountable, g0 they can become better people. Don't
migtake loyalty ag being the same thing ag a pushover.
(t is not.

f/jo[[ your /u’snc[i

Do you have a loyal friend?

Yes
No

Jesus did lots of miracles while He wag on the
earth:Read about one of them here:

John l1-46
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___FRIDAY __ Commitment

is a really big
deal to Jesus

Why do you suppose
loyalty is such a wonderful
trait to have ag a friend?
Commitment.

A loyal friend ig invested
in you all the way. That
makeg your relationghip
very secure and reliable.
You know that anything
could go down, but thinge
would remain gtable with
you and your buddy.

That would make anybody
breathe a little eagier.
That’e the kind of security
you have in Jegus.

He put more ckin in the
game than anyone ever
hag, and He wag willing
to do it even before you
decided if you'd commit
to Him.

What a true Friend.

Can’t beat it.

There are gome earthly
friends who can do a
decent job of having

your back, but people will
occagionally let each other

down. Not nece
purpoge, even.
[t just happen.
MJog’r bestieg might brag
that they’d be true tothe
bitter end, but Jesug hag
already proven straight up
that He'd die for you.
Your world can only get
better if you let Him into
your life.

That doegn’t mean that
no bad thing will ever
happen to you again. But
it doeg mean that you will
alwaye have a eafe and
congtant friend to turn to
no matter what you face.
[n Hebrews [2:5, Jegug
eaye He will never, under
any circumgtanceg, degert
you, give you up or leave
you without gupport, nor
will He in any degree leave
you helplesg, nor will He
forgake you or abandon
you or let you down or
relax Hig hold on you.
He’s got you.

y on

(

\

WhenKing Saul got into trouble with God
for his disobedience, God chose a new man
for the job of leading His people. Young Da-
vid was God’s choice as Saul’s replacement.
David spent a lot of years just trying to
stay alive because Saul wag chaging after
him. The king/wag not happy about losing
the favor of God over his life. It didn’t have
to be'that way, but Saul was self-abgorbed.

J
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S0, let’s wrap it up

Do you have a friend that’s
really cloge to you, like the
kind of begtieg that Jona-
than and David were?
When you have someone

in your life who you can
talk to about anything and
everything, it makeg it a lot
eagier to get through hard
atuff when it comeg along.
Friendg like that are difficulf
to come by. When Gou find
one, take good care of that
relationghip.

Most peaple tend 1o be fair
weather-friends ... you know
the type, around when it’s
convenient or fun, but when
thinge get fough-or com-
plicated they are quddenly
nowhere to,be-found.

They just aren’t that
invested in-you, or your

life — your-dreamg, your
goals, your careg.

[t’e a real ehallenge to
connect with someone who
ie only sort of interegted in
you.

[f they can’t be bothered to
pay attention to the con-

vergationg ag you tell them
about a big exciting event
going on in your life, then
they certainly won’t take
note when you are crying
out for a shoulder to lean
on — or for serioug help.
Sometimes you might be
aurpriged at who steps up
a¢ a true friend and who
doesn’t, when it’e time to be
counted.

You might think your clog-
est buddy ie the one you're
around the mogt. That may
not be true.

You can’t eagily judge

a person’s character or
inferegt in you until drama
or hardship hite deep.

The game goeg for you be-
ing a real friend o someone
elge.

Do you spend more time
with otherg g0 you can tell
them about what you care
about and never ligten to
what’g important to them?
Do you only want to do
your favorite thinge and
none of theire?

Would youdrop everything
you were doing to be at
their gide when they are
going through something
painful or scary?

Jegus offered the perfect
example of how to be a
true friend. He showed ug
how by the way He treated
people — all people.

Be that kind of friend.
Jegug will be that kind of
friend to you, even if no one
elge ig willing to be.

In Proverbs 18:24 it talke
about two kindg of friendg
— oneg who are acquain-
tanceg (fair weather) and
those who are cloger.
“The man of too many
friends [chogen indiserim-
inately] will be broken in
pieces and come to ruin,
But there ig a [true, loving]
friend who [ig reliable and]
aticke cloger than a broth-
er,” it readg.

If your goal i to gather up
countlese “friende” (gort
of gimilar to competing for
“Likes” on Facebook), then
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you aren’t going to end up
with-anybody who is very
cloe to you. Thenswhere ig
your support group when
you need them? Where are
you when they need you?
You have to put real effort
into a relationship in order
to make it last. That's how
cloge friendshipg are.built
— with a'let of time, work
and care.

You can’t expect shallow ef-
fortto result in deep rootg:
Think-of a’huge er treo
trying to stand in an inch
of coil. [t won’t live long. In
fact, it will probably crumble
almost immediately.

Keep that in mind when
you won'’t take the time to
nurture your friendghipg.

If you never let them ghine
around you, theyll quickly
qo where the gun ie. Who
wants to gtay where they
don’t feel loved?

Don’t let your bond with
pale gtarve and die.

How many loyal friends do you have? Could
you be counted as a loyal friend to someone?

has been bugging me lately, bringing me down.
What can | do to change that? Do | need help
from someone else? Who?
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Claiming the promiged land Matthew 7:7 answer on page 318
To I SIRIE|G|E[N|E|S|S|E|M|T
o play, connect two adjacent (next to
each other) dots. Take turns with-your NIAIBIRIDIAIVIIIDIFINIR
opponent. If you complete a square, you
get another ltlurn.dTl}e ;)lne with tl}e most A S F O A Y R G N A R O
squares at the end of the game wins. T J A C Tl V N IR
N SV TIclE[T[o[R[P[E|H[M][A]E
ARl AlRIR[O[WIK|V]s[T[0]H]L
IR N|GIN|I|K|[O|G|U[D|R|C|U
R O[H|L|S|C|H|E[M|[E|[U|I|A
*¢<Hr * e JIRIE|JIE|C|T|T|O|N|M|S
( J ( J o ( J [ J ( { @
JONATHAN REJECTION ARROW
©C P\ *( 8 M \® 6 SAUL ANGRY SAFE
o/ o © © © o % o DAVID PROTECT SPEAR
COVENANT MESSENGERS KING
ROBE MICHAL SCHEME
You are ... ARMOR RUN HIDE

cherigshed ~ Po°teB>

Wandering the wildernese

Make your way along the words to make a
sentence. Your journey will form one single
path. You can only go north, south, east,
or west and the path must never cross over
itself. Start at the northwest corner and
finish at the southeast corner.

HD'TWHEH
E ET N U A
H A S C O I
O YN O S R
O RHEAD

answer on page 334
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Diccover answer on page 326
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